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{From The American Farmer.]} 


( Continued from page 41._) 


73, 74.. Neither asses or mules are worked or bred 
among us. 

73 to 82. We have no slaves nor do we boast of an ex- 
emption from that which it would be degradation to be 
subject to, Such a miserable thing asa slave, and such 
an arrogant thing as the master of a slave are unknown 
tous, Weare all free as the pure unfettered mountain 
air that we breathe, and we intend to continue so— 
Nevertheless, some wretched creatures who have esca- 
ped from their masters in the neighboring states occa- 
sionally seek refuge here, but they are habitually dis- 
honest and lazy. Not one ina hundred will earn what 
heeats. They have a repugnance to rural occupations, 
and notwithstanding their dread of discovery, they re- 
sort to the towns and congregate with persons as worth- 
less as themselves. On the whole, one white man rais- 
ed inthe country, is worth, ene year with another, 
four black men raised in slavery. A white man works 
as well when his employer is absent as when he is with 
him, a negro must be eternally goaded to his work. 

83 to 86, inclusive. The usual wages for a good 
hand, when boarding and lodging is provided, is from 
$5 to/$7 per month: If by the day, from 31 to $74 cents. 
We seldom reap our grain. It is generally. cradled.— 
The cradler gets 75 or 80 cents a day, the raker half as 
much, and the binder the same asa raker. Grain is 
seldom cut by the acre. It has been done in a few in- 
stances and then the workmen got $1 25 per acre for 
wheat, rye and oats. They housed the grain and found 
themselves. The wagon and team was provided by the 
owner. For mowing an acre of meadow grass we pay 
40 cents, and for clover not more than 374. But this 
kind of work is usually done by the day, and then the 
price varies from 374 to 50 cents per day. 

87. Grain is generally threshed with the flail. If the 
workman is found in boarding and lodging he gets the 
tenth bushel all round of wheat, rye and oats; if he pro- 
vides himself he gets the ninth. 

88. A good hand can reap an acre of wheat ina day. 
They reap through, bind back and shock in the even- 
ing. 


89. A good hand can cradle four acres of wheat, 
rye or oats, but then he must have his raker and binder 
after him. Thus there is but little difference in the ex- 
pense of reaping and cradling, because a reaper usual- 


cradler will not do much more than three reapers, and 
never as clean harvested. 

90. Anacre and an half of meadow land and two 
acres of clover is a day’s work for a scythe. 

91, 92. The number of bushels a man can thresh 
in a day depends on the quality of the crop. If the 
grain is good about eight bushels of wheat and fifteen 
bushels of oats. 

93. The food of the agricultural labourer, or help, as 
they are called, is the same as that of their employer.— 
No farmer in Bedford county could get a hireling if he 
made ahy distinction, and the entire family, maids,men, 
children, wife and master, eatat the same table. The 


quality of the fare depends on the circumstances of the 
Vor, IV. 7 


master; usually it is coffee, wheat bread and bacon, 
fresh meat, poultry, or salt fish, for breakfast. Wheat 
bread, bacon, fresh meat or poultry, with abundance of 
vegetables and pies, with a glass of whiskey, for dinnér. 
Tea, the same sort of meat and bread, for supper, some- 
times mush and milk in winter. 

94. Insummer farmers work from sunrise to sunset, 
allowing an hour er an hour and an half for breakfast, 
and the same for dinner. In winter they breakfast by 
candle light, and join their work at the first dawn of 
day; they are called to dinner, eat and go to it again. 

95, 96. Such a domestic as an English butler is un- 
known to the Bedford farmers, and servants almost as 
much so. They adopt the admonition given by Mar- 
tha .Trapbois te Glenvarlock: ‘*The wise man is his 
own best assistant,” and are aware that no man is truly 
independent who depends on the labour or fidelity of 
others for his comfort. 

97. The wages of maids vary from 50 to 75 cents a 
week. 

98. A few spirited individuals are adopting the use 
of lime, clover, gypsum, and a more adyantageous and 
less exhausting course ofcrops. The culture of clover 
is rapidly increasing. It has been the custom hereto- 
fore to crop the landas long as it will produce any 
thing, and no means taken to renovate it. This de- 
structive system is to be attributed to the peculiar ci:- 
cumstances ofthe country. Bedford has been princi- 
pally settled by emigrants from Europe, the low- 
er part of this state from Maryland and New Jersey.— 
They were generally very poor, and had barely the 
means of reaching here. There were large tracts of 


unseated lands in_all parts of the country, the property 


of persons living at a distance, some of them in Eng- 
land. Onthis land the emigrants squatted. They con- 
structed wretched cabins of logs, with clap-board roofs, 
to shelter their heads from the rigor of'the season. The 
floor sometimes consisted of earth, sometimes of punch- 
eons; a partition was unknown; the single room served 
the purpose of a kitchen, eating room, work shop, and 
bed chamber, for the family. Perhaps an equally 
wretched hovel contained their horse and a cow or a 
hog. The first year a patch was cleared for potatoes 
and corn. Next yeara field for wheat. The labour of 
clearing land fit for the plough is prodigious, and to. 
open a farm of a hundred acres is the work of years.— 
Many years must necessarily be passed in painful toil be- 
fore enough is cleared to maintain a family and keep a 


| pair of horses. In the mean time the first cleared was 
ly gets50 cents, and a cradler 75 or 80 cents, and a | 


worn out. Add to this the perpetual apprehension the 
squatter is under of being removed by a non-resident 
landholder, from the spot of his affections, the spot 
where he has struggled and toiled from youth to age, 
suffering all the privations to which a pioneer of the 
forest is subject—and we will cease to condemn the 
bad buildings and bad husbandry of our people. 

In order that the matter may be rightly understood, it 
is necessary totake a coup de wil of Pennsylvania te- 
nures. : 

Charles II. granted the state of Pennsylvania to Wil- 
liam Penn, by a charter, who held it in free and com- 
mon soccage by fealty alone in lien of all other services. 
The purchasers from Penn held of himself and his heirs, 
‘by such services, customs and rents, as to him or them 
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should seem fit, and not immediately ofthe crown,” the | price is $1 25 peracre. There are no United States 
Penns covenanting to extinguish the Indian title. The Jands in Pennsylvania. The United States owned a 
tenures under Penn have therefore been said to be by a | tract on Lake Erie, including Presque Isle, which was 
kind of rent service. A complete title consists in a war- | not deemed to have been conveyed to Penn by Charles; 
rant, survey, patent and possession, and then the allo- | and by deed dated March 3, 1792, the United States, for 
dium is in the purchaser. | the consideration of $151,640 25, conveyed the Luke 
In the early settlement of our state, bodies of forest | Erie tract to Pennsylvania, and thus extinguished the 
land were taken up by companies and individuals on | claim of the general government to lands within this 
speculation, who never contemplated settlement or im- | Commonwealth forever: 
provement, but who purchased with a view of holding| The public lands of this Commonwealth formerly be- 
them until a rise in the price would pay them a heavy | longed to the Penn family under the charter of Charles; 
interest on their capital. This speculation business has | but in 1779 the Assembly by act, made for that pur- 
retarded the population of Pennsylvania more than any | pose, divested them of the lands, and vested them in 
other local cause. Some lands in this county, surveyed | the commonwealth, and abolished quit-rents, reserving 
in 1763, are yet a wilderness, | to the Penns, the proprietary tenths or manors then ac- 
As the eastern part of the state became more thickly | tually surveyed and their private estates. To the lands 
settled, and lands became difficult to acquire, the poor- | thus divested the United States never had any claim — 
er farmers moved oui back; that is, to the west, and | Had the Penns continued to possess Pennsylvania, they 
finding uncultivated lands without a claimant they | would at this time have been the richest family in the 
squatted on them, erected temporary buildings & began | world. 
to raise grain. These were joined by emigrants from 101. Every landholder lives by the sweat of his brow. 
the adjoining states and from Europe, and in processof; 103. There is a bank here, or the ghost of a bank.— 
time became a numerous and formidable body of men. | It has been endeavouring to wind up its concerns for 
When the proprietors discovered the intruders, they | several years. 
brought suits in ejectment against them. Insome in-| 104. It is hazardous to attempt to establish the com- 
stances the squatters took leases and became tenants; in | parative fertility of soil in the eastern and western states. 
other cases they held out and plead to the declaration; | The corn on Lake Champlain appeared to me not worth 
relying on defect of title in the plaintiffs, or on a pos-| raising. In some parts of New York it is as good as in 
session of 21 years. An actual, adverse bona fide, un-| Pennsylvania. I have heaid it said in Lancaster county 
interrupted agua of 21 years, without the shadow | by experienced farmers, that one year with another 25 
of written title, will cut out the best office title in Penn- | bushels shelled corn was a good yield; and Lancaster 
sylvania. Actual settlement and improvement lave at | is proverbial in Pennsylvania for fertility of soil and ex- 
all times been peculiar favorites of the legislature, of | cellence of tillage. It is not uncommon on the Ohio, 
courts and juries, and where non-residents brought suit | Mississippi, Missouri and their tributary streams, to 
against actual settlers, if a flaw could be picked in the | raise 75 bushels shelled corn to the acre. An aged far- 
title the plaintiffs were mulctin costs. However, the | mer, on what is called the American bottom, in Illinois, 
title generally was good, and the squatters aware that | told me, that having raised corn on the same land for 
nothing short of 21 years’ possession could protect them, | 30 consecutive years, he tried a corner of it in wheat, 
expended nothing in improvement, and scalped the | and it grew rank, taller than a man’s head, moulded and 
land. This is one cause of the absence of good hus-| produced no grain, Maurice Birkbeck estimated the 
bandry in Bedford. produce ofgorn at English prairie at 50 bushels per 
Again, tenants leasing from year to year have no in-| acre. In Louisiana they raise two crops of corn in a 
ducement to erect costly and permanent buildings, or | year. The Ma-ta-po-ny bottoms in Virginia approaches 
sow artificial grasses, because there is no‘certainty of | the fertility of western lands. There are, however, 
their enjoying the benefit of their labour. Those two | large tracts of bariens in the western states, particularly 
causes produce a wretched state of agriculture, the | on the Grande Rivier la Platte. Were 1 to venture a 
poverty of farmers, the absence of education and polite | guess, I should say the best lands on the Missouri and 
manners. | Mississippi produce twice as much as the best Jands in 
Those obstructions to every thing desirable are di- | Pennsylvania, east of the mountains, provided no manure 
minishing. ‘Titles are becoming better ascertained, | or other artificial means are used to produce a crop, the 
suits in ejectment are fewer, and the landlords desirous | plough and hoe cxcepted. 
of selling and giving the preference to the tenants, and; 106. I have made some inquiries respecting the pro- 
making the payments favourable. In justice to thenon- | portion of births to marriages. The following is the 
residents, it ought to be observed, that with one solitary | result of inquiries made of twenty of my neighbours, ta- 
exception, Ihave never known a tenant treated with se- | ken promiscuously as opportunity offered, and without 
verity, but every indulgence has been extended to | making any selection, excepting only families the heads 
them to enable them to pay their rent, or the purchase | of which were not above the middle sge. Many of them 
moncy if they have contracted for the land. We may | have not arrived at the age of forty. In cases where the 
fairly hope to see Bedford from this time forward pro- | women are old and past child-bearing, I have affixed the 
gressing as rapidly in agricultural improvement as she | letter; where there is a probability of their having 
is In population. more children they are marked B. It is impossible in 
99. Very little advancement has been made in im-{ our country to answer the rest of the query. 














provement of stock, because too much dependence is | No. J, 10 B. No. 11, B. 
placed in the woods for pasture, and the policy of the | 2, 8 v. 12, 10 O. 
general government possesses no stability; white oak | 3, 10 O. 13, 3 @. 
leaves and hickory buds never make good cattle. Peo- |’ 4, 8 B. 14, 9 B. 
ple must sow more clover, and plough less, before they | 5, G B: 1s, 9 B. 
can raise good stock; & they must have more confidence | 6, 9 B. . 6, 7 ©O. 
in the government, before they will go to the expense | 7% 8 B. 17, 12 -O. 
of purchasing the improved breeds. The improved | 8,15 0. 18, 10 B. 
breed of hogs from Chester county has been introdu- | an ®. , 19,15 Oo. 
ced,and Merino sheep, but the extent of the latter is lim- | 10, 11 O. 20, 17 Qa 


ited. Our cattle are little better than highland stags. -_— 

100. The price of unlocated lands, bought of the gov- Total number of births, - - - 203 
ernment of Pennsylvania, is at present $26 67 per 100! . The result is 10 3-20 toa marriage, which is truly as- 
acres. It has varied at different periods, having been tonishing and cannot hold throughout the state. I am 


50 shillings currency per 100 acres. / much inclined to rely on the estimate of Dr. Franklin, 
In states where the United States possess lands the 
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which was 8 to a marriage. It is certain the proportion 

of births to marriages is greater in thinly settled coun- 

tries than in cities and more densely populated districts. 
THOMAS B. McELWEE, 





BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF 
MAJOR GENERAL ANTHONY WAYNE. 
(From the Casket.] 

(Continued from page 38._) 

On the 21st June, the Commander in chief thus ad- 
dressed General Wayne. 

Smiths in the Clove, June 21st, 1779. 

Dear Sir,— 

I request that you will join the army as 
soon as you can. I wrote you upon this subject before 
we marched from Middlebrook. But as you have not 
arrived, it is probable my letter has miscarried, or that 
it did not come to hand until very lately. 

Iam, dear Sir, with great regard, 
Your most obedient servant. 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

GENERAL Wayne. 

His excellency’s conjecture, as to the miscarriage of 
his first letter, was corsect; by an autograph of General 
Wayne’s on the back of the last letter, the former was 
never received. 

The General in obedience to the call, immediately 
proceeded to Head Quarters. It appears from a letter 
addressed to his family, that neither himself nor waiter 
enjoyed an hour’s sleep until their arrival at camp. 

Marshall, in his life of Washington, says:—“The im- 
portance of the posts of King’s ferry has been already 
remarked. ‘The inconveniency resulting from ther be- 
ing in possession of the British, furnish strong motives 
for endeavouring to recover them, but there were oth- 
ers of decisive influence; which stimulated the cem- 
mander in chief to the attempt. 

The enterprise if successful, would have a great ef- 
fect on the future operations of the campaign, particu- 
larly in recalling the troops employed in laying waste 
the cbuntry, and burning the towns on the coast. Nor 
was it unworthy of regard, that a real necessity seemed 
to exist of doing something to satisfy the public 
expectation, and to reconcile the people to that de- 
fensive system which the state of the army rendered 
unavoidable, and to that apparent inactivity which was 
imposed on him by the real necessity of his situation. 

In his original plan was comprehended a double at- 
tack, to be made at the same time on both sides of the 
river. But the difficulty ofa perfect co-operation of 
different detachments, incapable of communicating 
with each other, and the apprehension that some ac- 
cident might defeat the enterprise against Stony Point, 
which was the principal object to be gained, and was 
believed to lead certainly to the possession of Verplank’s, 
determined him to postpone the less valuable acquisition, 
and to make that part of the plan dependant on the suc- 
cess of the first. His whole attention was therefore turn- 
ed to the surprise of Stony Point, and the corps destin- 
ed for their critical service proceeded on it as against 
a single object. ‘To General Wayne, who commanded 
the Light Infantry of the army, the execution of the 
plan was entrusted.” 

**Stony Point,” says the same writer, “is a command- 
ing hill projecting far into the Hudson, which wash- 
es three-fourths of its base. The remaining fourth is, 
ina great measure, covered by a deep marsh, com- 
mencing near the river on the upper side, and continu- 
ing into itbelow. Over this marsh there is only one 
crossing place. Butatits junction withthe river isa 
sandy beach, passable at low water. On the summit of 
this hill was erected the fort, which was furnished with a 
sufficient number of heavy pieces of ordnance. 

Several breastworks and strong batteries were advanc- 
ed in front of the principal work, and about half way 
down the hill were two rows of abbattis. The batteries 
were calculated to command the beach and the crossing 
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place of the marsh, and to rake and enfilade any column 
which might be advancing from either of those points 
towards the fort. In addition to these defences, sever- 
al vessels of war were stationed in the rivef, So as, ina 
considerable degree, to command the ground at the 
foot of the hill.” 

It is to be hoped that the following correspondence 
relative to the reduction of this formidable post, will be 
perused with pleasure, by all who are charmed with re- 
hersals of gallantry, and acts of humanity inthe “battle 
storm.” 

To Brigadier Gen. Wayne. 
New Windsor, July Ist, 1779. 

Sir,—Having appointed you to the command of the 
Light Infantry of the line, you will immediately repair 
to that part of it, consisting of four battalions, now com- 
manded by Colonel Richard Butler, which is in the vi- 
cinity of Fort Montgomery, and take the command.— 
The infantry ofjthe other divisions‘is not yet organized, 
but it will be done as soon as possible, and the whole 
drawn together as far as the circumstances of the ser- 
vice will permit. 

The principal object of your present station is, to 
oppose any movements of the enemy against the forts; 
for which purpose you will exert yourself to gain an ac- 
curate knowledge of the scene of action, all the possi- 
ble landing places and approaches, to the forts and to 
your corps, with every advantageous spot for giving the 
most effectual opposition. You will make such dispo- 
sition as appears to you best calculated to answer these 
purposes,and to gain the earliest information of the move- 
ments and designs of the enemy. To this end, you will en- 
deavour to engag‘e trusty persons, to go within the ene- 
my’s lines as spies;& [ will enable you to reward them for 
their risk and trouble—but in doing this | need not re- 
mind you of the necessity of economy, and the greatest 
caution to prevent imposition. 

If at any time you see a favourable opportunity for 
striking an advantageous stroke, you have my permis- 
sion for improving it, as Trely upon your prudence, 
that you will under take nothing without sufficient pros- 
pect of success, and unless the advantages to be obtain- 
ed will compensate the risk to be run. When you have 
any prospect of consequence,& circumstances will permit, 
you will please to communicate it to me, previous to 
execution. You will findin the hands of Colonel But- 
ler a map of this country, taken from actual survey, 
which is for the use of the commanding officer of the 
Infantry. Colonel Butler will also communicate to you 
the instructions he has received, which contain my 
idese move in Getan. “*54°""eovererss 

It is to be regretted that time or accident has remov- 
ed the closing paragraph of the above letter of instruc- 
tions, but it is probably supplied by the following con- 
fidential letter of the Commander in chief, on the same 
subject. This is an autograph, as nearly all others from 
his Excellency to General Wayne actually are:— 

Dear Sir,—Herewith you will be pleased to receive 
general instructions for your conduct. This you will 
consider as private and confidential. The importance 
of the two posts of Verplank’s and Stony point, to the 
enemy, is too obvious toneed explanation. We ought, 
if possible, to dispossess them. I recommend it to your 
particular attention, without delay, to gain as ex- 
act knowledge as you can of the number of the gar- 
risons; the state of the creeks that surround the former; 
the nature of the ground in the vicinity of both; the posi- 
tion and strength of the fortifications; the situation of 
the guards; the number and stations of the vessels in the 
river, and the precautions in general which the enemy 
employ for their security. 

It isa matter which I have much at heart, to make 
some attempt upon these posts, in the present state of 
the garrisons, and before the enemy commence any 
other operations, if warranted by a probability of suc- 
cess. 

I must entreat your best endeavours to acquire the ne- 
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cessary information, after having obtained which, I shall | which he commanded to the best possible advantage ; 

thank you for your opinion of the practicability of a sur- | thus addressed the commander in chief, respecting the 

prise of one or both these places, especially that on the | interest of the corps of which he had so recently as- 

west side of the river. 1am, dear Sir, your ob’t servt. | sumed the command. 

GEO. WASHINGTON. Fort Montgomery, 8th July, 1779. 

New Windsor, July Ist, 1779. “I took the liberty to mention to your Excellency, 

Fort Montgomery, 3d July, 1779. | the difficulty that the light corps experience in recetv- 

Dear General,-—In obedience to your Exce!lency’s | ing the necessary supplies of clothing, not being in a 

orders, I have reconnoitred the situation of the enemy’s | situation to apply to their respective regiments for the 
works on Stony Point, and the approaches to them, in | articles which they may from time to time require. 

the best manner that circumstances would admit, and, “To remedy which, I propose the following plan,”- 

returned late last evening to this place. | (It is too extensive to insert here.) “Should yuur Ex- 
The sketch, herewith transmitted, will give you a) cellency think.proper to adept this mode, and give 

gencral idea of the strength of their works on the west | an order on the clothier general, for the articles men- 
side, which, in my opinion, are formidable; I think too | tioned in the enclosed return; I flatter myself that we 

much so, for a storm; and to attempt their reduction, by | shall have it in our power to introduce uniforinity a- 

regular approaches, will require time as there is no| mong the light corps belonging to the respectixe states, 

ground within less distance than a mile, but which they | and infuse a laudable pride and emulation into the 
command. | whole, which, in a soldier, are a substitute for almost 
The works on Verplank’s Point are by no means so/| every other virtue. 

formidable as those on this side; although they consist | I must acknowledge that I have an insuperable bias 
of four redoubts, viz. the one made by us, denominated | in favour of an elegant uniform and soldierly appearance ; 
La Fayette, with a fraise and ditch; the second situate | so much so, that | would much rather risk my life and 
to the N. W., on the rising ground, near the river, in reputation, at the head of the same men, in an attack, 
which is a block house; the third thrown up round | clothed and appointed as I could wish, merely with bay- 
a strong stone house, east of Fort La Fayette, and on | onets, and a single charge of ammunition, than to take 
the margin of. rising gronnd, commanding the cause-| them as they appear in common, with sixty rounds of 
way from the church; the fourth is situated on the east | cartridges—it may be a false idea, but I cannot help 
side of the creek and marsh, on a high point of rocks, | cherishing it. Will your Excellency be so good as to 
commanding all the gound in its vicinity, and overlook- | direct Baron Stuben to furnish each officer of the light 
ing the causeway; it has also a block house, these last | corps with a copy of h's military regulations; there are 
three are surrounded with abbatis, but not fraised, nor | but two or three in the whole corps, 

could | discover any embrazures; perhaps they fire in| Your Excellency must have observed how wretched- 

barbet. Iam clear that the enemy have not more than | ly our platoon officers are armed; many of them with- 

men on Stony Point, and about on Verplank’s; | out a weapon of defence of consequence, should they 
in all of which I am joined in opinion by Col. Butler and | ever come toa charge, in place of producing an exam- 

Major Steward, who were with me on the duty, and on| ple to their men, they must inevitably be first to give 

whose judgment I much rely. way; an €xample much more easily adopted than its op- 
Upon the whole I do not think a storm practicable, | posite, especially by the private soldier, who cannot, 

but perhaps a surprise may be effected, could we fall | very readily, conceive his honor or duty concerned, fur- 
on some stratagem to draw them out. A thought has | ther than that of his officer, and he will be governed 
struck me, thatas ne party of force has ever yet been | by his example, as well in a retrograde mancuvre,as in 
down, or appeared to the enemy, and as I have ground | a pursuit. 

to believe, that an inhabitant living near to Stony Point,| I have no reason to doubt the bravery of any officer 

acts a double part, and, of course, wil! give them every | belonging to the corps; many of them in this respect, I 

information in his power, which goes no further than to | have seen fully tried, and I will be answerable for their 

the usual route and number of the reconnoitring parties, | conduct, under circumstances the most appalling, if 
they may be induced to attempt an ambuscade; or, if| properly equipped, to meet them—which, I believe, is 
they should not attempt this, a few of our people appear- | in our power to effect, as a considerable number of es- 
ing near, may bring’a pretty stong party outin pursuit, | pontoons were sent forward to camp before 1 left Phil- 
which may give our troopsan opening to ender with them. | adelphia, which must have arrived. Will your Excel- 

Should your Excellency incline to reconnoitre the | lency be so obliging as to order about fifty of the neat- 
works to-morrow, or next day, 1 will have a proper dis- | est and best, to this place, with all possible despatch, 
position made uf the light corps, so as effectually to | as I wish immediately to practice with them. 

cover you; or, whenever you may order it, I will attempt Iam, your Excellency’s 

the surprise, in case it meets your approbation. The | most Obedient, 

troops at the forest of Dane may co-operate with us, if | ANTHONY WAYNE. 

thought necessary. P.S. We have nothing new, except five of the ene- 

Interim, I am your Excellency’s my’s vessels sailed from King’s Ferry, towards New- 
Obedient Servant, York, yesterday at 3 o’clock, P.M. 

His Excellency, ANTHONY WAYNE. To this letter the commander in chief replied:— 
General W asutncTron. Dear Sir, I have received your letter of this day, and 
Dear Sir,—I this morning received your letter of | have issued a general order for regulating the manner in 

yesterday, and [ am obliged to you for your observa- | which clothing is to be drawn for theinfantry.I have,also, 

tions and the sketch you sent me. directed a brigade quarter master, forage master, and 

The arrival of the southern post, expected tomorrow, | conductor to be appointed, though I have not assigned 
will detain me here, but the next day I shall have the | the duty of clothier to the first—if it should be found 
pleasure of being with you, very early in the morning, | necessary, it can be done hereafter. 

for the purpose you mention. You may make such a| I agree perfectly, with you, as to the importance of 

disposition of your corps as you think proper. dress, and it is my intention that the infantry shall 

I am, dear Sir, | have a pretty full supply—but, after all, our circum- 

Your most Obedient Servant. | stances must govern. I shall speak to Baron Stuben 
GEORGE WASHINGTON. [about the regulations. I believe he has not enough 

July 4th, 1779. : ready to give a full supply, but he may, perhaps, spare 

General Wayne, who was justly considered one of| afew more than he has done; one to each field officer, 
the best disciplinarians in the army,could not,under any | and one to each captain. 

circumstances, refrain from exhibiting the troops | The espontooons, if procurable, shall be sent. 














Head Quarter, 
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I expect to have the pleasure of seeing you in the | 
morning, and am, 
Dear Sir, with great regard, 
Your most Obedient Servant, 
GEORGE WASHINGTON, 


} 


Head Quarters, 

New Windsor. 

Fort Montgomery, 9th July, 1779. 

Dear General,—I could wish to draw the whole of 
the light corps together, in order to mancuvre them, 
and give the officers and men an opportunity to mix, 
and become acquainted with one another, as also to 
introduce a similarity of dress and duty. Perhaps this 
may be done whilst the enemy are at so great a distance, 
without any disadvantage; for before they could possi- 
bly effect a landing, the light corps could be detached 
to the different posts which they now occupy, if 
thought the most proper positions. 

I had a person up from the vicinity of Stony Point, 
last evening; every thing remains as you saw it, except- 
ing that the enemy have not sent a single party out 
since you were here. I have a small party of riflemen 
hovering about them, who have orders to keep them in 
constant alarm, with.a promise of 20 dollars bounty, 
for each deserter from our army, that they take up. I 
have given the most pointed orders to guard against a 
surprise, and nof to trust any man in that country. 

Iam, your Excellency’s 
most Obedient, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 


From a written memorandum of General Wayne’s, it 
would appear that the commander in chief and he had | 
a conference on the 10th of July, which was probably | 
the cause of the following letter:— 


Head Quarters, July 14th, 1779. 

Dear Sir,—I have reflected on the advantages and 
disadvantages of delaying the proposed attempt, and I 
do not know but the former preponderate. You will, | 
therefore, carry it into execution to-morrow night, as 
you desire, unless some new motive, or better informa- 
tion should induce you to think it best to defer it. 

You are at liberty to choose between the defterent 
plans on which we have conversed. But as it is import- 
ant to have every information we can procure, if you | 
could manage in the mean time, tu see Major Lee, it | 
might be useful, He has been so long near the spot, | 
and has taken so much pains to inform himself, critical- | 
ly, concerning the post, that I imagine he may be able | 
to make you acquainted with some further details.— | 
Your interview must be managed with caution, or it 
may possibly raise suspicion. 

I am, dear Sir, 
Your most Obedient Servant, 
GEQ. WASHINGTON. 








General Wayne. 
Fort Montgomery, 14th July, 1779. 


Dear General,—I am, this moment, honoured with | 
yours, of this day, and note the contents. 1 shall effect 
the interview in a manner the least suspicious. 

Every thing will be in readiness the time you men- 
tion. I shall do myself the honour to enclose you the | 
plan and disposition of attack to-morrow. 

Interim, I am, your Excellency’s 
most Obedient and Humble Servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. | 





His Excellency, 
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I perfectly agree with your Excellency, that an en- 
terprise of this nature does not so much depend upon 
numbers as on secrecy and prowess; yet the mass of our 
soldiery will derive confidence from the reputation of 
numbers—from this conviction I have taken the liberty 
to order Col. Ball’s regiment, stationed at Rose’s farm, 
to follow in my rear, and I shall give out that the whole 
Virginia line are to supportus. It can have no bad 
effect, but it may have a very happy one. . 

I have taken every: possible precaution to secure the 
passes leading to Stony Point—for which purpose, I 
have detached three small parties of picked men, un- 
der prudent and vigilant officers, with direction to ap- 
proach near the ravine a little before night, so as to re- 
connoitre, and fix on the proper places to plant their 
sentries, as soon as it is dark; also, to secure certain 
persons to serve as guides. I shall meet Major Lee at 
Clement’s, or between that and Storm’s. 

Iam pleased at the prospect of the day, and have 
the most happy presages of the fortune of the night; 
adieu, my dear General, and believe me, with every 
sentiment of esteem, 

Your most obedient and affectionate 
Humble Servant, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 
His Excellency, 
General Washington. 


General orders and dispositions for the attack, 


The troops will march at —o’clock, and move by 
the right, making a short halt at the creek, or run, on 
this side next Clement’s: every officer and non-commis- 
sioned officer will remain with, and be answerable for, 
every man in his platoon; no soldier to be permitted to 
quit his ranks on any pretext whatever, until a general 
halt is made, and then to be attended by one of the of- 


. ficers of the platoon. 


When the head of the troops arrive in rear of the hill, 
Colonel Febiger wili form his regiment into a solid col- 


/umn of a half patoon, in front, as fast as they come up; 


Colonel Meigs will form next, in Colonel Febiger’s rear, 


| and Major Hull inthe rear of Meig’s, which will form 
| the right column. 


Celonel Butler will form a column on the left of Fe- 
biger, and Major Murfree in his rear. Every officer and 
soldier will then fix a piece of white paper in the most 
conspicuous part of his hat or cap, as a mark to distin- 
guish him from the enemy. At the word march, Colo- 
nel Fleury will take charge of one hundred and fifty de- 


'termined and picked men, properly officered, with 


arms unloaded, placing their whole dependence on fix- 
ed bayonets, who will move about twenty paces in front 
of the right column, and enter the Sally-port marked; 
he is to detach an officer and twenty men, a little in . 
front, whose business will be to secure the sentries, and 
remove the abbatis and obstructions, for the column to 


| pass through. The column will follow close im the rear, 


with shouldered muskets, led by colonel Febiger and 
General Wayne in person. When the works are for- 
ced, and not before, the victorious troops will give the 
watchword, , with repeated and loud voices, 
and drive the enemy from their works and guns, which 
will favour the pass of the whole troops; should the en- 
emy refuse to surrender, or attempt to make their es- 








| cape by water, or otherwise, effectual means must be 


used to effect the former and prevent the latter. 
Colonel Butler will move by the route (2) preceded 





General Washington. | by one hundred chosen men, with fixed bayonets, pro- 


Fort Montgomery, 15th July, 1779. | perly officered, at the distance of twenty yards, in front 

llo’clock, A. M. | of the column, which will follow under Colonel Butler, 

Dear General,—On the 11th, Colonels Butler, Febi- | with shouldered muskets. These hundred will also de- 

ger, and myself, reconnoitered the enemy’s works at | iacha proper officer, and twenty men, a little in front, 

Stony Point, inthe most satisfactory manner possible; | to remove the obstructions, &c.; as soon as they gairi 

and I am decidedly of opinion, that two real attacks, | the works, they will also give, and continue the watch- 
and one feint, ought to be made, agreeable to the en- | word, which will prevent confusion and mistake. If an 

closed plan and disposition, which I now do myself the | soldier presume to take his musket from his shoulder, 

honour to transmit. | or to fire, or begin the battle until ordered by his pre- 


























se on 
Es = 


ee 
= Se en 
ee 


——— 


es 


















eee 


ne ey eer 


ee TCI A iy verre eae, 


_ ——- : 
See a al cl SOE 
ser aT LS aS SS : 





54 ANTHONY WAYNE. {JuLy 











per officer, he shall be instantly put to death by the of- | 


ficer next him; for the misconduct of one man is not to 


} 


Heap QUARTERS, 
New Windsor, 16th July, 1779. 


put the whole troops in danger, or disorder, and he be | Half past nine o'clock, A. M. 


suffered to pass with life. After the troops begin to ad- | 


vance to the works, the strictest silence must be obser- 
ved, and the closest attentoin paid to the commands of 
the officers. 


Sir—I have the pleasure to transmit your Excellency 
the enclosed copy of a letter from Brigadier General 
| Wayne, which this momentcame tohand. I congratu- 
late Congress on our success; and what makes it still 


The General has the fullest confidence in the bravery | more agreeable, from the report of Captain Fishbourn, 


and fortitude of the corps that he has the happiness 
tocommand, The distinguished honour conferred on 
every officer and soldier, who has been drafted into this 
corps by his Excellency, General Washington, the cre- 
dit of the states they respectively belong to, and their 
own reputations, will be such powerful motives for each 
man to distinguish himself, that the General cannot have 
the least doubt of a glorious victory; and he, hereby, 


most solemnly engages to reward the first man who en- | 


ters the works with five hundred dollars and immediate 
promotion; to the second, four hundred dollars; to the 
third, three hundred dollars; to the fourth two hundred 
dollars; and to the fifth, one hundred dollars; and he 
will represent the conduct of every officer and soldier, 
whe distinguishes himself in this action, in the most fa- 
vourable point of view to his Excellency, whose great- 
est pleasure is rewarding merit. But should there be 
any soldier so lost to feeling of honour, as to attempt to 
retreat one single foot, or skulk in the face of danger, 
the officer next to him is immediately to put him to 
death, that he may no longer disgrace the name of a 
soldier, or the corps, or the state to which he belongs. 

As Gen. Wayne is determined to share the danger of 
the night, so he wishes to participate in the glory of the 
day, in common with his fellow soldiers. 

GENERAL ORDERS:— 
Stony Point, 16th July, 1779. 
Field officer of the day, Col. Febiger— 

General Wayne returns his warmest thanks to the 
officers and soldiers, for their coolness and intrepidity in 
the storm of the enemy’s works, at Stony Point, be- 
tween the hours of twelve and one, this morning. The 
perfect execution of orders, and the superior gallantry 
exhibited on the occasion, reflect the highest honor on 
the troops engaged. 

The spare arms, accoutrements, tents, and military 
stores, are immediately to be collected and deposited in 
a convenient post, in charge of proper guards. 

The commanding officer of artillery will attend to the 


execution of the orders, so far as they respect military 
stores. 


Ensign Ballard, of Major Hull’s detachment, to col- | 


lect and secure the tents, &c. 

At evening gun-fire, the troops to parade and the 
lines to be manned. The commanding officers of regi- 
ments will point out the disposition. Two hundred rank 
and file, properly officered, to compose the necessary 
guard for the night. The detail will be delivered by 


Major M’Cormick, who will attend the field officer of | 


the day in forming the arrangement. 


Heap QvaRTERS, 
New Windsor, July 16, 1779. 
The Commander-in-chief is happy to congratulate the 


| who brought me General Wayne’s letter, the post was 
| gained with but very inconsiderable loss on our part. As 
| soon as I receive a particular account of the affair, { shall 
| transmit it. Ihave the honor to be, with great respect, 
| your Excellency’s most obedient servant, 
GEO. WASHINGTON. 
| BP. S. Gen. Wayne received a slight wound in the 
head, with a musket ball, but it did not prevent him 
from going on with the troops. 
His Excellency Joun Jay, Esq. 
Srony Point, 16th July, 1779. 
Two o’clock, A. M 
Dear General—The fort and garrison, with Colonel 
| Johnston, are ours. 
Our officers and men behaved like men who are de- 
termined to be free. Your’s, most sincerely, 
ANTHONY WAYNE. 


Heap QuARTERS, 
New Windsor, July 21st, 1779. 
| Sir—On the 16th inst. I had the honor to inform Con- 
gress of a successful attack upon the enemy’s works at 
Stony Point, on the preceding night, by Brigadier Gen- 
eralWayne,& the corps of Light Infantry under his com- 
mand. The ulterior operations in which we have been 
engaged, have hitherto put it out of my power to trans- 
mit the particulars of this interesting event. They will 
now be found in the enclosed report, which I have re- 
ceived from General Wayne. ‘To the encomiums he 
has deservedly bestowed on the officers and men under 
his command, it gives me pleasure to add that his own 
conduct, throughout the whole of this arduous enterprise, 
merits the warmest approbation of Congress. He im- 
| proved upon the plan recommended by me, and execu- 
ted it in a manuver that does signal honour to his judg- 
ment and his bravery. Ina critical moment of the as- 
sault, he received a flesh wound in the head, with a mus- 
ket ball, but continued leading on his men with unsha- 
| ken firmness, 
I now beg leave, for the private satisfaction of Con- 
gress, to explain the motives which induced me to di- 
| rect the attempt. 


| Gen. Wasuineror. 
| 
j 
} 


| It has been the unanimous sentiment to evacuate the 
| captured post of Stony Point, remove the cannon and 
| stores, and destroy the works, which was accomplished 
on the night of the 18th inst; one piece ofheavy cannon 
only excepted. For want of proper tackling within 
reach to transport the cannon by land, we were obliged 
to send them to the forts by water. ‘The movements of 
the enemy’s vessels created some uneasiness on their ac- 
count, and induced me to keep one of the pieces for 
| their protection, which, finally, could not be brought 
| off, without risking more for its preservation than it was 
_worth. We also lost a galley, which was ordered down 





j 


army on the success of the troops under Brigadier Gen- | to cover the boats. She got under way, on her return, 
eral Wayne, who, last night, with the corps of Light In- | on thé afternoon of the 18th; the enemy began a severe 
fantry, surprised and took the enemy’s post at Stony and continued cannonade upon her, from which, having 


Point, with the whole garrison, cannon, and stores, with 


very inconsiderable loss on our side. The General has 
not yet received the particulars of the affair, but he has 


the satisfaction to learn, that the officers and men in 


received some injury, which disabled her from procee- 
ding, she was run ashore. Not being able to gct her 
afloat till late in the flood tide, and one or two of the 
enemy’s vessels, under favour of the night, having pas- 











general, gloriously distinguished themselves in the at- | sed above her, she was set on fire and blown up. 


tack. 


| Itis probable Congress will be pleased to bestow 


He requests the Brigadier and his whole corps to ac- ' some marks of consideration upon those officers who 


cept his warmest thanks, for the good conduct and sig- 
nal bravery manifested upon the occasion. 
[Extract from general orders. } 
ALEXANDER SCAMMELL, 
Adjutant General. 


| distinguished themselves upon this occasion. Every of- 
| ficer and man of the corps deserves great credit; but 
| there were particular ones, whose situation placed them 
foremost in danger, and made their conduct more con- 

spicuous. Lieutenant Colonel Fleury and Major Stew- 
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ard commanded the two attacks. 
and Knox commanded the advanced parties, or forlorn 
hopes, and all acquitted themselves as well as it was 
possible. These officers have a claim to be more par- 
ticularly noticed. 

Mr. Archer, who will have the honour of delivering 
these despatches, is a volunteer aid to General Wayne, 
and a gentleman.of merit. His zeal, activity, and spirit, 
are conspicuous upon every occasion. I have the hon- 
our to be, with the greatest respect and esteem, your 
Excellency’s most obedient, humble servant, 

GEO. WASHINGTON. 
His Ex’cy Joun Jay, President of Congress. 

P. 8. I forgot to mention that two flags and two 
standards were taken, the former belonging to the gar- 
rison, and the latter tothe 17th regiment ‘These shall 
be sent to Congress by the first opportunity. 


Letter from Gen. Wayne to Gen. Washington. 


Stony Pornt, July 17th, 1779. 

Sir—I have now the honor of giving your Excellency 
a full and particular account of the reduction of this 
post, by the light troops under my command, 

On the 15th inst. at twelve o’clock, we took up our 
line of march from Sandy Beach, distant about fourteen 
miles from this place;—the roads being exceedingly 
bad and narrow, and having to pass over high moun- 
tains, and through such deep morasses and difficult de- 
files, that we were obliged the greatest part of the way 
to move in single files. At eight o’clock in the even- 
ing, the van arrived at Mr. Springsteel’s, within one 
mile and a half of the enemy’s lines, and formed into 
columns as fast as they came up, agreeably to the order 
of battle herewith transmitted, (vide order.) Colonel 


Febiger’s and Col. Meigs’ regiments, with Major Hull’s 


detachment, formed the right column. Colonel But- 
ler’s regiment, and Major Murfree’s two companies the 
left. The troops remained in this position until several 
of the principal officers, with myself, returned from re- 
connoitering the works. At half after eleven, being the 


Lieutenants Gibbon | that will ever ensure success. Lieutenant Colonel Hay 


oy 


was wounded in the thigh, bravely fighting at the head 
| of his battalion. 
} 1 should take up too much of your Excellency’s 
| time, was I to particularize every individual who de- 
serves it, for his bravery on this occasion; however, I 
| must acknowledge myself indebted to Major Lee, for 
| the frequent and useful intelligence he gave me, and 
' which contributed much to the success of the enter- 
| pris’; and it is with the greatest pleasure | acknowl- 
| edge to you, that I was supported in the attack by all 
| the officers and soldiers to the utmost of my wishes; 
and return my thanks to the officers and privates of ar- 
| lillery, for their alertness in turning the cannon against 
| the enemy’s works at Verplank’s Point, and their ship- 
| ping, which slipped their cables and immediately drop- 
ped down the river. Ishould be wanting in gratitude, 
was Ito omit mentioning Captain Fishbourn and Mr. 
| Archer, my two aids-de-camp, who, on every occasion, 
showed the greatest intrepidity, and supported me into 
| the works after I had received my wound in passing the 
| last abbatis. 


| Enclosed are returns of the killed and wounded be- 
longing to the light corps, as also that of the enemy, to- 
gether with the number of prisoners taken; likewise of 
| the ordnance and stores found in the garrison. I had 
| forgot to inform your Excellency that, previous to the 
attack, I had drawn General Muhlenburg into my rear, 
who, with three hundred men of his brigade, took post 
on the opposite side of the marsh, and was to be in rea- 
| diness, either to support us, or to covera retreat in case 
| of accident; and I have not the least doubt of his faith- 
| fully and effectually executing either, had there been 
| an occasion for it. ‘The humanity of-our brave soldiers, 





| who scorned to take the lives of vanquished foes calling 
| for mercy, reflects the highest honour on them, and ac- 
counts for so few of the enemy being killed on the occa- 
sion. I am not fully satisfied with the manner in which 
I have mentioned Lieutenant Gibbon, of the sixth, and 


| Lieutenant Knox, of the ninth Pennsylvania regiments, 


hour‘fixed on, the whole moved forward.—The van of | —the two gentlemen who led the advanced parties of 


the right was composed of one hundred and fifty volun- 
teers, properly officered, with fixed bayonets and un- 
loaded muskets, under the command of Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Fleury, preceded by twenty picked men, headed 
by a vigilant officer, toremove the abbatis and other ob- 


structions. The van of the left consisted of one hun- | 
dred volunteers, also with fixed bayonets and unloaded | 


muskets, under the command of Major Steward: these 
were likewise preceded by twenty men, under a brave 
and determined officer. 

At twelve o’clock the assault was to begin, on the 
right and left flanks of the enemy’s works, and Major 
Murfree to amuse them in front; but from the obstruc- 
tions thrown in our way, and a deep morass surrounding 


their whole front, and overflowed by the tide, render- | 


ing the approaches more difficult than at first appre- 
hended, it was about twenty minutes after twelve be- 
fore the assault began; previous to which I placed my- 
self at the head of Febiger’s regiment or right column, 
and gave the troops the most pointed orders not to at- 


tempt to fire, but put their whole dependance on the | 


each column. The first had seventeen men killed and 
| wounded, out of twenty: the latter, though not quite 
| so unfortunate in that respect, was nevertheless equally 
_exposed; each behaved with an intrepidity and address 
| that would have given credit to the oldest soldier. 

| have the honour to be, with singular respect, your 
| Excellency’s most obedient, and very humble servant, 


| ANTHONY WAYNE. 


| His Excellency, Gen. WasnHineTon. 
| The loss sustained by the assailants fell far short of 
the apparent hazard of the enterprise. The killed and 
| wounded did not exceed one hundred men. The loss 
| of the enemy was 63 killed; Lieutenant Colonel John- 
| ston, 4 Captains, and 20 subaltern officers, together 
with the remainder of the garrison, were made prisoners 
of war, amounting to 543. Afterresistance ceased, not 
|a single British soldier experienced the effect of the A- 
| merican bayonet. The military stores captured were 


| extensive and valuable. 
( Continued in our next._j 


bayonet, which was most faithfully and literally obeyed. | 


Neither the deep morass, the formidable and double 
rows of abbatis, nor the high and strong works in front 
and flank, could damp the ardor of the troops, who, in 
the face ofa most tremendous and incessant fire of mus- 
ketry, and from artillery loaded with shells and grape- 
shot, forced their way, atthe point of the bayonet, 
through every obstacle, both columns meeting in the 
centre of the enemy’s works nearly at the same instant. 
Too much praise cannot be given to Lieutenant Colonel 
Fleury, (who struck the enemy’s standard with his own 
hand) and to Major Steward, who commanded the ad- 
vanced parties, for their brave and prudent conduct.— 
Colonels Butler, Meigs, and Febiger, conducted them- 
selves with that coolness, bravery, and perseverance, 


FROM MANUSCRIPTS 


IN POSSESSION OF THE AMER. PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY. 


EARLY SETTLEMENTS ON DELAWARE. 


The following are the titles of documents which oc- 
cur next in order in the society’s collection, but which 
are here omitted as they will be found in the Register, 
vol. I. and II. . 

A Copy of Sir Robert Carr’s Commission to goe to Dela- 
ware Bay. 
The Com’r Warrant to Coll Nicolls to goe to Delaware. 
[See Register, vol. I. p. 36 and 37.] 
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These are to Certifye that I have received from his 
maj’tees Shipp the Guyny one fflagg for his maj’tees 
Use in this flort and there hath likewise been delivered 
from the said shipp one fflagg more and a sea compass 
unto Sir Robert Carr at Delaware Bay as appears under 
the hand of the said Robert Carr and [ desire that they 
may passe in his maj’tees stores in the Boatswains ac- 
compt Dated at ffort Janus in New York on the Island 
of Manhatants this 26th day of October 1664 

RICHARD NICOLLS. 
Certificate respecting Ammunition. 

These are to certifye That Capt Thomas Morley be- 
ing employed by me in his maj’tees service at Delaware 
Bay with his shipp called the William & Nicholas he did 
receive of Captain Hugh Hyde Commander of his maj’- 
tees ship the Guyny two barrels of Powder and twenty 
iron shotts which was spent at the reducing of the ffort 
at Delaware aforesaid under his maj’tees obedience 1 
desire therefore that it may pass in his maj’tees stores 
in the gunners accompt of his maj’tees said shipp the 
Guyny Given under my hand at Fort Janus in New 
York on Manhattans Island this 26th day of October 
4664 RICHARD NICOLLS. 


Instructions to Sir Robert Carr for the reducing of Dela- 
ware Bay and setling the People there under his maj’- 
tees obedience.—See Reg. vol. I. p. 37. 


Articles of Agreement between the Hon’oble Robert Carre 
Knight on the behalf of his maj’tee of Great Brittain 
and the Burgomasters on the behalf of themselves and 
all the Dutch and Sweeds Inhabiting in Delaware 
Bay and Delaware River.—See Reg. vol. 1. p. 7. 


<2 Commission to Captain Cantwell and Mr William Tom 
to receive New Castle In Delaware River&? Dependencies. 
Having received the place and government inthe be- 
half of bis maj’tee from the Dutch (whereof Delaware 
is a Dependant) ‘These are to authorise you Capt. Ed- 
mund Cantwell and Mr. William Tom to take posses- 
sion of the ffort at New Castle in Delaware as also the 
Cannon all other stores of Warr there or any other part 
of the river for his maj’tees use pursuant to the articles 
of peace and you are upon occasion to send toany oth- 
er part of the countrey for the repossessing and setling 
any of his maj’tees good subjects in their just Rights 
and particularly at the Whore Kill. You are likewise 
to comport yourselves with the neighboring colonies in 
a friendly and amicable manner and for, what you shall 
lawfully act or do in prosecution hereof this shall be 
your sufficient Warrant Given under my hand and seale 
at New York this 6th day of November in the 26th yeare 
of his maj’tees Reign Annoq. Domini 1674 
To Capt Epmunp eto it E, ANDROS 


and Mr. Witi1am Tom. 

The names of the Justices for new Castle are Mr 
Hans Block Mr John Moll Mr Fop Outhout Mr Joseph 
Chew Mr Dirck Alberts For the river Mr. Peter Cock 
Mr. Peter Rambo Mr. Isreal Helme Mr. Laes Andrie- 
son Mr. Wolle Swain 


A letter sent to the Commissarys of Delaware. 

Gent Being confident of your willingnesse and rea- 
dinesse for his maj’ties and your countrys service I have 
sent you the inclosed order authorising you who were 
Commissaryes at the time of the Dutch coming into 
these parts in July 1673 to reasume your places of ma- 
gistrates at New Castle in Delaware River and will not 
doubt of your acquitting yourselves in all respects as 
becomes your trust so desiring to-hear at large of the 
state of things with you by the first opportunity I 1e- 
main your very loving ffriend 


E, ANDROS 
To the Inhabitants of New 
Castle in Delaware. 


BARLY HIsToRy. 


a ——— 
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The like Lre was sent to the Inhabitants up the riv- 
er and te the Whore Kill 


An order to Capt Cantwell and Mr. Johannes De Haas to 
receive the (uit rents at Delaware 
Epmoxp Antros Esa. &c. 

These are to appoint and authorise you Captain Ed- 
mund Cantwell and Mr. Johannes De Haas to receive 
the Quit rents at Delaware and arrears thereof together 
with all others dutyes whether Customs or Excise as 
were due and formerly established before the Dutch 
coming into this place in July 1673 As also for the 
Customs now as they have been since regulated and or- 
dered By his Royal Hs. a copy whereof is herewith sent 
you of all which you are to return unto me a due ac- 
co’t as well as of the state of all other matters relating to 
the revenue and government by the first convenience 
given under my hand and seale In New York this 4th 
day of November in the 26th yeare of his maj’ties Reign 
Annoq Domini 1674 E. ANDROS. 
To Capt Edmund Cantwell 

and Johannes De Haas 


Mr. William Toms ord’r to be clarke or Secretary in 
Delaware. 

These to authorize and appoint you Mr.William Tom 
to be Clarke or Secretary for the Towne of New Castle 
in Delaware River and to act in that employment as be- 
comes the trust reposed in you and as formerly hath 
been practised Given under my hand in New York 
this 5th day of November 1674 


To Mr. Willliam Tom. E. ANDROS. 


Captain Cantwel!s Power to administer an Oath to the 

Commissarys of Delaware 
EDMUND ANDROS Esq. &c. 

Whereas I have with the advice of my Councill 
thought ffit to appoint the Commissaryes at New Castle 
in Delaware as also those of the court up the river and 
at the Whore Kill in the bay to reassume their places 
These are by virtue of the authority derived unto me to 
require and empower you to administer an oath to the 
said Commissarys of the respective places aforemen- 
tioned or any others there who have particular trust re- 
posed in them That they may be true and ffaithfull to 
the governmt. in their severall Imploymets ffor the weh. 
this shall be jour sufficient warratt given under my 
hand and seal at New York This ilth day of November 
in the 26th year of his maties. Reigne Annoq Domini 
1674 FE. ANDROS. 

To Capt. Edmund Cantwell 
Sheriffe or Schout of Delaware River $ 

| Captain Cantwells order to enquire afler the Kings Colour 
lefft with Captain Carre. By the Governor. © 

Whereas | am informed that the Kings Colrs, at Del- 
aware which before the Dutch corning into these parts 
in July 1675 were in the custody of Capt. Jno. Carre 
Late Deputy Governor there, who being gone out of 
the govermt. is supposed to have taken them with him 
or to have left them behind in the hands of some private 
person These are to impower you Capt. Edmund Cant- 
well to make inquiry after the said Colours and to them 
to demand or an account of them of the sd. Capt. Carr 
or any other with whom they may be and having reciv- 
ed them to make use of the Colours in the ffort and ffor 
ye company whereof you are Capt. in New Castle in 
Delaware until further order and for so doing this shall 
be your warrant given under my hand at New York this 
12th day of November 1674 E. ANDROS. 
To Capt Edmund Cantwell 


The First Proclamation Confirming Rights and property 
By the Governor 

Whereas it hath pleased his maj’ty and his Royall 

Highnesse to send mee with authority to receive this 

place and Government from the Dutch and to continue 
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in the Command thereof under his Royall Highnesse 
who hath not only taken Care for our future safety and 
defence But also given me his command for securing 
the rights and propertys of the Inhabitants and that I 
should endeavor by all Fiting means the good and wel- 
fare of this province and Dependences under his gov- 
ernment That I may not be wanting In any thing that 





which this shall be your sufficient Watrant Given un- 
der my hand and seale In New Yorke this 25d day of 
September 1676 E. ANDROS 
A Commission granted to ye Magistrates up the river 
Delaware 
EDMOND ANDROS Esq. &c. 
By virtue of the authority derived unto me I do here- 


may conduce thereunto and for the saving of the Trou- | by In his maties. name constitute appoint and authorise 


ble and charge of any coming hither for the satisfying | 
themselves in such doubts as might arise concerning 
their rights and property upon this change of govern- 
ment and wholly to settle the minds. of all in gen’all I 
have thought fitt to publish and Declare That all for- 
mer grants privileges or concessions heretofore grant- 
ed and all Estates legally possest by any under his Roy- 
al Highnesse before the late Dutch goverm’t as also all 

legall and Judiciall proceedings during that goverm’t 

to my arrival in these parts are hereby confirmed And | 
the possessor By virtue thereof to remain in Quiet pos- | 
session of their Rights It is hereby further declared that 
the known book of Lawes formerly established and now | 
in force under his Royall Highnesse Governm'’t is now | 
again confirmed by his Royall Highnessee the which are | 
to be observed and practised together with the manner 

and time of holding court therein mentioned as hereto- | 
fore and all magistrates and civill officers belonging | 
thereunto to be chosen and establisht accordingly Giv- 

en under my hand In New York this 9th day of Novem- 

ber in the 26th yeare of his maj’tics Reigne Annog Dom- 

imi 1674 E. ANDROS 








aware about the Militia—See Keg. vol. 1. p. 93. 


A Letter from the Governor to Capt. Edmund Cantwell. 
See Register, vol. J. p. 93. 
Mr. Ephraim Herman’s Commission. 
Epmunp Anpros Esa &c. 

By virtue of the authority derived unto me under 
his Royal Highness I do hereby constitute and appoint 
you Ephraim Herman to be clarke of the court of New 
Castle in Delaware and also of the court of Upland in 
the River You are therefore carefully to discharge 
your Duty of a Clarke according to Law and practice 
Given under my hand and seale in New York this 23d 
day of September 1676. E ANDROS 


Capt. Colliers Commission for Delaware. 

Epmunp Anpros Esq &c 

By virtue of the authority derived unto me under 
his Royal Highnesse I doe hereby constitute and ap- 
point you Capt John Collier to be commander in Dela- 
ware River and Bay You are therefore to take care that 
the militia in the several places bee well armed duly ex- 
ercised and kept in good order and Discipline and the 
officers and soldiers thereof are required to obey you as 
their commander and yourself to observe such orders 
and directions as you shall from time to time receive 
from me or other your superior officers according to the 
rules and Discipline of War and the trust reposed in 
you Given under my hand and seale in New Yorke 
this 23d day of September 1676 E. ANDROS 


Capt Colliers Commission to be Sub-collector at Delaware. 
Epmcunp AnpRos &c 

By virtue of the authority derived unto me I do 
hereby constitute and appoint you Capt John Collier to 
be sub collector of his maj’ties customes of New Castle 
in Delaware and receiver of the Quit rents or other his 
Royall Highness revenues there, together with the riv- 
er and Bay In which you are to act pursuant to Law 
and his Royall Highness orders for this government and 
to obsefve such orders and Directions as you shall from 
time to time receive from me or other your superiours 
off which all persons concerned are to fake natice and 
conforme themselves thereunto accordingly flor the 

Voz, IV. 8 


A letter sent by the Governor unto Capt. Cantwell at Del 
| 


you Mr. Peter Cock Mr. Peter Rambo Mr, Isral Holme 
Mr. Leas Andrieson Mr. Woole Swain and Mr. Otto 
Earnest Cock to be Justices of the peace in the Jurisdic- 
tion of Delaware river and Dependances and any three or 
more of you to be a court of Judicature Giving you and 
every of you full power to act in the said Employment 
according to Law and the trust reposed in you of which 
all persons concerned are to take notice and give you 
the due respect and obedience belonging to your places 
in discharging of your duties This commission to be 
of force for the space of one yeare after the date hereof 
or till turther order Given under my hand and seal in 
New Yorke the 23d day of September in the 28th yeare 
of his maties. Reigne Annog Domini 1676 
E. ANDROSS. 

The Delaware Magistrates Commission 
EDMOND SIMONDS Esq. &c. By virtue of the author 
ity derived unto me I do hereby in his maties. name 
constitute appoint and authorize you Mr. John Moll Mr. 
Henry Ward Mr. William Tom Mr. Foppe Outhout Mr. 
John Paul Jaquett and Mr. Garret Otto to be Justices of 
the Peace in the Jurisdiction of New Castle and Depen- 
dences and any three or more cf you to be a Court of 
Judicature Giving you and every of you full power to 
act in the said employment according to law and the 
trust reposed in you of wch. all persons are to take no- 
tice and to give you the due respect and obedience be- 
longing to your places in the dischargeing your Duties 
‘this Commission to be of force for the space of one 
yeare after the date hereof till further orders Given un- 
der my hand and seal in New Yorke this 23d day of 
September 1676 E. ANDROSS 


Capt Xerper Billop to be Sub-collector of the Customes of 
Delaware River. 

BY THE GOVERNOR 

By virtue of the authority de- 
rived unto me under his Royall Highness I do hereby 
constitute and appoint you Capt. Christopher Billop to 
be Sub-Collector of the Customs of Delawsre River you 
are therefore carefully to discharge your duty therein 
particularly that nothing be in any ways imported or ex- 
ported but according to acts of Pailiament or to make 
seizures and due prosecution and if condemned one 
third to the informer one third to yourself and one third 
to the King and to give an account of yonr proceedings 
and observe such orders as you shall from time to time 
receive from the Chief Col'ector or principal officers of 
the Customs here and superiours New Castle the only 
port for all Entrys and clearing and for what yoa shall 
lawfully act or do in the premises this shall be your 
sufficient authority and warrant Given under my hand 
in New Yorke this 13th August 1677. 

E. ANDROSS. 
An order aie Mr. Ephraim Herman to be Clerk of 
the permiits or at Delaware River &c. 

By the Governor. By virtue of the authority derived 
unto me under his Royal Highness I do hereby consti- 
tute and appoint you Mr. Ephraim Herman to Clerk of 
the permitts entries and clearings ffor all duties of 
customes in Delaware river for which Capt Xterpher 
Billop is sub collector you are therefore carefully to dis- 
charge your duty therein to enter in a book and keep a 
fair accompt ofall thingss (as is usuall] both in and out as 
past by said sub collector also to receive the Kings or 
Dukes third of any forfeiture for goods imported or ex- 
ported contrary to acts of parliament for which this 
shall be your sufficient warrant Datum in New Yorke 
this 13th day of August 1677. E. ANDROSS, 

[ To be continued. } 
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IMPORTS 


IN AMERICAN AND FOREIGN VESSELS, AT THE 
PORT OF PHILADELPHIA, 
For the 1st Quarter of 1829. 


SS ee eteneetieneneinttanannangagaenna naa 


Ad Valorem “Articles. 

























ARTICLES. Value. 
Blankets, - ° . ° $7,660 
Woollen Hose, . é ° | 1,250 
Worsted Stuff, - ° 49, 260 
Manufactured Wool, 334 pore cent. - 6,120 
Cottons, Colored, - - 156, 955 
“ White, . - . 185, 160 
“ . Hose, - - . 25, 030 
«= Few, - » 7 590 
Nankeens, - . - ° 2,140 
Cotton Manufactured, 25 percent. - 1,825 
Silks, from India, . . ° 3, 050 
“ Other, - - - : 8,070 
Cloths not exceeding 50 cents - 16,735 
ss 100 cents - 35,345 
* S 250 cents - 57; 665 
e - 400 cents - 3,075 
exceeding 400 cents - 130 
Drawing Knives, - - 600 
Bridle Bits, - - . - 4,035 
Steelyards, - - - - 780 
Clothing, - - - - 155 
ae : - - 37,620 
Vicklenburgs, ° - ° 705 
Manufactured Hemp, - - . 4,060 
Side Arms, - - - - 540 
Scythes, - . ° : 7,120 
Wood Screws, - . - 2,550 > 
Manufactures of tron and Steel, - 102,075 
" Copper, - - 30 
” Brass, : - 2,900 
- Wood, - - 140 
= Leather, : - 4,895 
” Glass, - - 885 
China ware, - - - : 200 
Earthenware, - - - - 25,885 
Japanned ware, - - - 355 
Plated ware, - - - - 1,095 
Watches, &c. - - - - 11,445 
Precious Stones, - - . 120 
Lace, ‘ ‘ ‘ ; 4,545 
Square wire, - : - - 165 
Brass, i in Plates, - - - 475 
Tin, in Plates, : - 170 
All other goods paying 124per cent. - 1,040 
15 per cent. - 14,730 | Bullion, Gold, 
° m e 20 per cent. - 520 
= * - 25 per cent. - 315 
* + " 30 per cent. - 1,760 
Total, - - - - 771,970 
Specific Articles. 
ARTICLES. | Amount. | Value. 
Carpeting, Wilton, - sq. yds.| 1,066 
* r Ingrain, - w 7,591 $7,170 
Wine, Madeira, - : oe 379 
“ Lisbon, - - 6s 
“ Claret, 2 2 lal 7p] 16724 


“* Other, - - - ** | 49,243 ) 
Spirits other than gun; - *© | 33,440 13,175 


Molasses,’ - - - * | 49,042 9,005 
Olive Oil, - - - oe 21 1V 
Coffee, - : : - lbs} 1,919,027 | 168,255 
Cocoa, : : - - “1 15,964 770 
Linseed Oil, - - -gals| 2,944 1,470 
Ochre, ° - - - Ibs} 28,300 290 
Chocolate, - - - a 144 35 


IMPORTS OF PHILADELPHIA. 





Sugar, Brown, - 


| Raisins, Muscatel, 


4 


Plaister of Paris, 
Specimens Botany, 


ARTICLES. 


| Wool, unmanufactured, 
manufactured, 33 p.c. 


Books, other * Languages 


Free Articles. 


en 


Value of Imports, 








‘é 
te 


“ce 


sq yds 
Ibs 


2,926,935 | ccccccces 
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Imports, &9c. continued. 





Amount. Value. 





—_—_— 


Ibs| 971,418 | 54,400 
228,313 | 19,995 


21,273 
81,1546] 10,310 
65,3°4 
286 35 
"34,486 2,890 
7,243 2,500 
5,085 1,670 
9 5 
45,393 | 78,545 
28,201 3,270 
16,730 3,335 


sd 5,715 730 
M. o 80 5 
Ibs} 15,078 460 
No. o 153 410 
Ibs| 24,119 1,240 
6s 1,069 55 
‘s | 26,479 730 
cwt) 42,214 80 
“6 | 52,107 27D 
bush.| 68,654 8,865 
o 14,080 2,100 
$s 3,309 1,295 
lbs 96 20 
No. of 9 Q 
| 2 s67$ 3,105 
o¢ 45 40 
Ibs|- 37,851 4,715 
- groce| 156,415 745 
- pairs of 5 6 


- No. of} 508,750 5,845 





Value. 


- $285 
- 1 57 20 





RECAPITULATION. 
Value of Free Articles,...........05. e000 $38,455 
Value of Ad valorem Articles, 
Value of Specific Articles, 








Comparative Table of Imports from the 1st Quarter of 1827 
to the 1st Querter of 1829. 


1827. 
$2,361,604 
3,190,898 
3,401,205 
3,207,661 


12,161,368 


1828. | 1829. 
$2,393,906 | $1,240,805 
BRE OOE DF ocicins no's 
9,569,676 | .sececees 





12,603,682 
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Value of Imports from each Cuuntry for the First Quar- | 


ter of 1829. 





Countries. |\American For’gn| Total. 
Danish West Indies, - - | $61,340 ....| $61,340 
Dutch East Indies,- - - GGsee, scel =-SOS8S' 


England, &c. - - - - 


759,140 24,805] 783,945 
Gibraltar, > e - © awns 


1,645 1,645 


British Am. Colonies, - - 2,965 2,965 
French Ports on Atlantic, - 14,830 14,830 

do. Mediterran. - 21,610 21,610 
Hayti, . ses 61,145, 16,545} 77,690 
Spanish Ports on Medi’n. - 12,760 -| 12,760 
Cuba, - - - - - = - 88,650 88,650 
Portugal, - - - - - - Teel seas 7,000 
Colombian Ports on Atl. - 96,710] 96,710 
Brazilian Ports on Atlant. - 13,435 13,436 


- 11,199,455] 41,350'1.240,805 











Total, - - 
Account of Grain measured al "Philadelphia, for the two 
Jirst quarters of the year 1829, compared with the same 
period of last year, per returns of A. P. Fering, Esq. 








Head Measurer. 
1829. i| a. 
Ist qr.| 2d qr. | Total. || 1st qr.| 2d yr.| Total. 
bush. | bush. | bush. || bush. | bush. | bush. 





Wheat,} 4,179] 34,406] 38,585|| 8,263] 14,151| 22,414 
Corn, | 17,946|186,872|204,818|| 22,881| 76,320] 99,201 
Rye, | 1,331] 8,719} 10,050] 1,280] 1,200] 2.480 
Oats, | 6,545! 25,255! 31,800!) 7,090! 14,235] 21,325 | 
Barley,! ....! 1,213! 1,213!! 3,593! 3,746! 7,339 | 


[Philadelphia Price Current. — 





CANAL BETWEEN THE SUSQUEHANNA 
AND LEHIGH. 

We call the attention of our readers and all who are 
interested, to the following. 

$I) the year 1806 I made a survey on the head wa- 
ters of Nescopeck, and found a valley extending to the 
Lehigh river, through which I then conceived a canal | 
might be made. In 1821, I mentioned this route to Josi- 
ah White, Agent of the Lehigh Coal and NavigationCom- | 
pany, and on Thursday, the 25th of November, 1824, | 
through the aid and assistance of several Gentlemen of | 
Berwick and Mauch Chunk, we commenced a course 
of levels at the surface of the Susquehanna river, about | 
80 perches above the Nescopeck Falls, and continued | 
levelling up the Nescopeck creek to a branch called ! 
Oley creek, thence to the head of Oley creek; thence | 
down Green Mountain run to Lehigh river, where we | 
finished on the 4th of December: from that survey the 
following table has been constructed. 





| 
| 


a 
LEVELS FROM SUSQUEHANNA TO LEHIGH. | 


Distance. Ms.Ps.MsePs. Rise. Ulcet. | 





| only be 35 feet deep in the deepest place. 





be turned into the summit level by a feeder 306 perch- 
es long, of which 180 only need be dug sufficiently 
deep to guide the water, and the remaining 120 will 
‘this creek 
where it can be taken out is onan average eighteen 
feet wide, one foot deep and very rapid, and lies 166 
feet above the summit level. It can be dammed to over 
flow large swamps as reservoirs. 

Dec. 6, 1824. ISAAC A. CHAPMAN.” 





Extract of a letter from the late Isaac A. Chapman, to 
Josiah White, dated 
Wilkesbarre, March 29th, 1826. 

Respected Friend—Yours of the 25d inst. was re- 
ceived on Monday evening; accept my thanks for the in- 
formation contained in it. I have been uniformly of 
opinion that the Lehigh, when improved to our nearest 
point, would afford a more desirable route from this 
place to Philadelphia thsn any other, until the Chesa- 
peake and Delaware Canal shall not only be completed, 
but extended around the head of the bay to Port De- 
posit, or rendered passable by sloops so that the tran- 
shipment at Port Deposit, may be the only one, and in 
addition, that the Susquehanna shall be so improved as 
to be passable at all times during the summer—and the 
route might perhaps be the best, even after all the im- 
provements, as the route by Nescopeck and Lehigh, 
would render a transhipment entirely. unnecessary and 
enable a boat, loaded at Wilkesbarre or Berwick, to un- 
load at the wharves in Philadelphia, and certainly the 
advantages of continued navigation which will permit 
the same boat to pass through the whole route, is a sys- 
tem which practice must show to be preferable to any 
other. ‘That the Nescopeck summit is the lowest of 
any to the Delaware waters above the blue mountain, is 
a fact which time and experiment will sooner or later 
discover to the public, and should the Nescopeck canal 
be completed, and the tolls on the Lehigh be placed at 
a just and proper rate, it will eventually be our channel 
to the Philadelphia market. 

I know of but two circumstanees which may present 
difficulties in bringing the Lehigh in the form ofa nav- 
igable feeder from the Great Falls to the Oley Creek 
and Green Mountain summit. One is the valley of Bear 
creek, and whether this is sufficiently depressed to be 
an insuperable objection, I know not, it can only be 
ascertained by actually leveling the route. ‘The other 
circumstance is the depressed form of the country be- 
tween Wright’s Creek and and the heads of Nescopeck. 
My convictions in favour of the Lehigh, have induced 
me to make a partial examination of that ground 
since the last summer, and it has furnished me with 
much information concerning it. Nescopeck has its 
source in a pond or lake near the head waters of 
Wright’s Creck. Both creeks flow southerly towards 


the valley, which lies between Nescopeck Mountain 
and Yayer Mountain, and which is a continuation of 


—_________________________________" | Nescopeck Valley, extending to the Lehigh. Just be- 


From River to mouth of Black Creek.|7] 100 














‘Theued to. ‘Vitiigte Ueldes eta boa “~R o- qso | fore Teaching the lowest part of the eee 
Thence to mouth of Little Nescopeck.|* |170)15|220| do | 7h/358 | — round to the west, and W — : hie h eh. 
‘Thence to State Road at Mills. 3{190|20}150| do |153 |s16 | little to the S. E. soon enters the Lehigh, At the 
Thence to mouth of Oley Creek. 4| 80!24|230) do | 33 jsa9 | point where they turn from each other, they are about 
"rhenee to Summit Level. 8| 40|29|270| do |309 |oas | three-fourths of a mile apart, and cach creek was large 
Thence to Lehigh River. 412201341170} Fall361 1587 enough last December to turna saw mill. A short dis, 

Summit level 1369 feet above tide water. | tance below the point just mentioned, is the lowest 
———_— 


| ground between Nescopeck and Wright’s creek which 

Lehigh River at the mouth of Green Mountain Run is | would form a summit level of this route, and Lam of o- 
860 feet above the mouth of Lehigh, and 1008 feet a- pinion that it is much lower than the Oley creek and 
bove tide water. The Susquehanna at theJ\Nescopeck | Green mountain summit. ‘lhis depression would form 
Bridge is therefore 275 feet above the mouth of the Le- | the difficulty in attempting to introduce Lehigh into 
high and 421 feet above the tide water. the Oley creek summit. I should nct be surprised to 
By the foregoing Survey a canal from Susquehanna to | find it 80 or 100 feet lower than that summit, and inta 
Lehigh up Nescopeck creek is perfectly practicable.— | it Wright’s creek and Nescopeck can better be in‘ro- 
The satall streams at the head of Oley creek and Green | duced with the greatest fcility; Pine Rui can proba- 
Mountain Run would afford water enough on all com-| bly be also brougi.t into it, and if Bear creek valley 
mon occasions on the summit level. But Ihave ascer-| should not be an objection, Lehigh itself can easily be 
tained that Terrapin Pond creek, can, without any dam, | brought into it. I am also of opinion that all the waters 
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AGENT’S REPORT TQ TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 







(Jor, 











which can be brought into Oley creek summit, can ly favoured commonwealth. I am not without hope that 
thence be brought to this. If these suggestions should | some good was done in this way; as well asby the address, 
prove to be correct, water enough can be brought into which was delivered agreeably to appointmegt, and to 
the Nescopeck summit to pass ships of the line This | a large audience, who appeared to be much interested 
will probably form the summit of the Susquehanna and | in the subject. On the succeeding evening a Society 
Lehigh Canal, and it certainly deserved to be examined | was formed, and its Constitution signed by 18 gen- 
previously to the opening of books, because it would | tlemen. Having made inquiries of several of the friends 
greatly facilitate the taking of stock. The trade from | of Temperance, as to the course to be pursued with 
this place can reach this summit by water in fifty miles, | the prospect of doing most good, and obtaining such 
and by land inten miles. Hitherto these examinations | information as I thought might be of advantage, I left 
have been at my own expense, and I wrote the Berwick | Harrisburg for Lewistown on the 27th Feb. On my 











Agent, who superintends the Canal Bill at Harrisburg, | arrival here (Lewistown) I was pleased to find that tho’ 


to have Wright’s Creek and its waters, included in the 
bill; whether that has been effected or not I cannot say. 





the subject had not been long familiar; it met with the 
decided approbation of most of the friends of religion 


Yours, truly, | and morality—a state of things which should be, but 


ISAAC A. CHAPMAN. | 
[The examinations last autumn, of Moncure Robin- | 
son, Esq. Engineer, under the authority of the State, 
completely confirms the anticipations of I.A. Chapman, 
deceased, as to the best route fora canal, and most 
favourable summit between Susquehanna and Lehigh. 
The summit -referred to by Mr. C. at the head of | 
Wright’s Creek, proves to be but 209 feet above Le- 
high. and 847,697-1000 feet above Susquehanna at Ber- 
wick, being about 100 feet lower than Oley Creek sum- 
mit.]—Mauch Chunk Courier. 
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TO THE BOARD OF MANAGERS OF THE 
PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY FOR DISCOURAG- 
ING THE USE OF ARDENT SPIRITS. 


| 
| 


The Agent appointed by your Board in the month of | 


which alas! is not universal, if we admit all those to be 


such, who claim to be so considered. Afteran address 


on the evening of March 2d,a Society of 21 members 
was formed, and augmented by the addition of several 
others aan adjourned meeting on the following even- 
ing. The feeling excited upon the subject appeared to 
be great, and the character of those who compose the 
Society, warrants the belief that much good will be ac- 
complished in this place, and its vicinity. The refusal 
of all its respectable inn-keepers to open their bar-rooms 


| or sell Jiquor on the Sabbath to any other than travellers, 


over whom their control is limited, and the determina- 
tion of at least one within my knowledge, not to sell on 
any occasion to a confirmed drunkard, or to one who 
had already taken more than his head would bear, are 
facts which augur well for the growth of this town, as 
well in virtue and happiness, as in wealth and popula- 


February last, to make the tour of Pennsylvania, with a tion. From Lewistcwn I took the route to Bellefonte, 


view to give extension to the principles, and promote 
the philanthropic objects of the Society, having accom- 
plished the ends of his agency, as far as was practicable, 
within the limited term of three months, respectfully 
presents the following draft of his route, together with 


where the ordinary measures were taken to enlist the 
inhabitants in the cause. They were however followed 
by no further results than the agreement of a few gen- 
tlemen to act individually on the principle recommend- 
ed by the Society, (entire abstinence, ) and their deter- 


an enumeration of the Societies organized in the several | Mination to keep the subject alive, and aim at the early 
Counties he has visited. He also submits to the con- | formation ofan auxiliary. The next scene of my labours 
sideration of the Board, such suggestions, as have, from | Wa8 Huntingdon, where after the delivery of an address 
time to time, presented themselves to his mind, in con- | 0" the evening of March 12th a Society of 22 members 
nexion with the object of his mission; and such notices | W48 formed. The spirit manifested in this place prom- 
of the results of his labours as have been furnished since | i8¢s a speedy, and wide diffusion of the principles by 
his arrival in Philadelphia. | which your Board haye been stimulated; and this is the 

Agreeably to my instruction, I left Philadelphia on | more cheering, as a very opposite spirit, not very long 
the 16th ef February last, and on the same day arrived | Since, shed its baleful influence on this, as well as on 
at Lancaster. The citizens of this place had been pre- other towns on the banks of the Juniata. From Hunt- 
viously notified of my intended visit, and that an address | ngdon 1 proceeded to Ebensburg, where I arrived on 
would be delivered in the Presbyterian meeting house, | the 14th of March, and on the 17th addressed an As- 
on the evening of the 17th, Preparatory to this, and | Sembly out of which a Society of 39 members was at 
with a view to ascertain the practicability of forming an | Once organized. I have since learened that this num- 
Auxiliary Society, I lost no time in urging the claims of | ber has been augmented, and that the store-keepers of 
the cause upon the ministers of the Gospel, and on such | the place have signed an agreement to abstain from the 
other gentlemen as were accessible by me. The encour- | Common and pernicious practice of treating their cus- 
agement given by them was far from flattering; for | tOMeTS. This information I have cerived from a letter 


though friendly to the objects of my mission, they were 
themselyes unwilling to associate, as a body, in their be- 
half. I was obliged therefore, to rest satisfied with 
calling the public attention to the subject, and in offer- 
ing up my prayers to Him, who alone can give increase 
to my labours, that some of the numerous Assembly ad- 


to a friend from a gentleman residing in that place ;from 
which I am permitted to make the following extract.— 
Speaking of the Society, he says,— 

‘*In this place the prospects appearto me to be very 
encouraging, more so than I ever expected to live to 
see. Six or seven have joined since Mr. Rhees left us. 


dressed on that occasion, may hereafter become the Soon after the formation of the Society all our store- 
zealous and fearless advocates of that easy morality, | keepers agreed that they would not treat their custo- 
which consists simply in abstaining from evil. On the | Mers with whiskey, nor suffer any of it to be drank in 
18th I left Lancaster, and on the same day reached Har- | their stores. This has been of great good; for I do not 
risburg. Here { met with no chilling discouragement, | Know but the practice which had prevailed here, and 
as in the place last visited. The propositition for the | in other places, of storekeepers keeping whiskey on 


formation of an Auxiliary Society received the prompt 
and cordial approval of those to whom it was made, and 
the necessary preliminaries to effect this object were 


| their counters, did more harm than all the liquor drank 


in the taverns. I know of many who are not members, 
who have used very little if any in their families, or any 
where else since our Society was formed, who used it 





arranged. Among these, notice was given that an ad- 7 \ 
dress would be a in the Court house on the 24th | daily and freely before. The practice of presenting the 
inst. and until that date my time was occupied in call- | bottle to visitors is far, I believe, from being as common 
ing the attention of individual members of the Legisla- | 28 before. Five of what we call, chopping and rolling 
tare, and others to the evils of intemperance, and the | frolics, have come to my knowledge, which have been 
necessity of its suppression,to the prosperity of our high. | carried on without a drop of the poison. 1 was present 
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at one of these, where there were ten hands; it wasa 
snowy, disagreeable day, but the work went on with as 
much harmony and success asI ever saw it, if not more. 
I believe I may safely say that there has not one fourth 
as much whiskey been drank within what is called the 
Welsh settlement, as would have been drank in the 
same time if it had not been for the formation of the So- 
ciety; | am not sure that I would have been wrong, if I 
had said, not one tenth, and some of the members were 
gone to the brink of destruction, who now appear zeal- 
ous, and give great reason to hope that they will be pre- 
vented.” 

From Cambtia County I proceeded to Indiana, and on 
the 20th and 21st successively, delivered addresses in 
the County town of the same name. The attention of 
the inhabitants was general and a Society was immedi- 
ately organized, consisting of 22 individuals, who have 
signed the Constitution. Since my departure from that 
place I have received the gratifying intelligence, that 
others have been added, and I have still more recently 
learned that my visit and labours have through the bless- 
ing of God, been made the instrument of good to more 
than one prodigal of the human family in that vicinity. 
One, who has joined the Society since I left there, 
writes thus to a friend in this city. 

“No person unless he was a resident of this place, or 
well acquainted in it, can have any idea of the great 
change effected by the Mission of the Agent kc. A 
number of the Society have become members of the 
church, and respectable citizens, who a short time ago 
were not only going tc hell step by step, but who were 
sliding downward, as upon arail way.” May the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, thus continue to arrest the in- 
temperate in their mad career, and may it impart ener- 
gy and stability to the resolutions of those who have al- 
ready halted in their perilous course. 

The town of Butler was next visited, and though a 
Society .of 42 members had been previously organized 
on the prifitiple of entire abstinence, 1 made an effort 
in an address to the inhabitants to increase its numbers, 
and/kindle new zeal in the cause, in those who were 
already its avowed advocates. Nothing however, of 
special interest transpired, and I proceeded to Mercer, 
where I arrived on the 26th of March. Here also I 
found a Society formed of $1 members, and as they ap- 

eared alive to the importance of the cause, and active 
in endeavouring to promote it, I remained but one day, 
and pursued my journey to Meadville. In this place J 
ascertained that a Society had been for some time or- 
ganized with a view to discourage the excessive use of 
ardent spirits. My objects here therefore, were to in- 
crease the numbers of this Association, and if possible 
convince its members of the necessity of adopting the 


principle of entire abstinence, if they would aim at the | 


accomplishment of any permanent good. The first of 
these objects was in some measure answered, by the de- 
livery of an address on the 30th of March, when 24 gen- 
tlemen were added to the Society, making the whole 
number 57. A resolution was also adopted to call a 
general meeting during the session of the Court in the 
second week of April, with a view toa re-organization 
on tke principle of the Pennsylvania Society. On the 
Ist of April I left Meadville for Erie, where after the de- 
livery of an address, the meeting resolved to form a 
Society, and appointed a Committee to draft a constitu- 
tion, to be presented at an adjourned meeting. On 
my return, after a short absence on private business in 
the State of Ohio, I found that the Constitution had 
been prepared and adopted, but the number of mem- 
bers was not ascertained, as an adjournment had taken 
place to the first Monday in May. 


My course was now homeward, and the first place’ 


visited, Pittsburg. Here, though no decisive stand had 
been previously made by the advocates of the cause, an 
address delivered in the 1st Presbyterian meeting house. 
was immediately fo'lowed by the organization of the 
Allegheny County Society of about one hundred mem- 
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bers. There is a promise of incalculable good, in the 
promptitude with which the citizens of this populous, 
flourishing and busy place, have thus come up to our 
help against the arch enemy of ourrace. From Pitts- 


burg I went to Washington, where I had the satisfaction 


to learn that the subject had been under serious consid- 
eration, and that the young mechanics of the place had 
organized themselves into a Society to the number of 
about thirty, all of whom were pledged rigidly to ab- 


stain from the use of Ardent Spirits. Were this exam- 
ple followed by the young mechanics of our city, who 
are just commencing business for themselves, and many 
of whom have families rising about them to share their 
profits and their losses, their prosperity or adversity, 
how speedily would the sources of their happiness and 
wealth be multiplied, and how much more certainly 
would they flow from their labours. Notwithstanding 
the existence of such a Society in Washington, an ad- 
dress was deemed proper, and it was followed by the 
formation of another Society, consisting of 33 members, 
none of whom belonged to the association of young me- 
chanics. ‘here are therefore in this town upwards of 
sixty persons who have relinquished the use of ardent 
spirits. In Uniontown, the next place visited, the Fay- 
ette county Society was organized with 18 members, 
and it was understood that several township societies in 
the vicinity were already in existence. From Union- 
town I proceeded to Somerset, and succeeded in form- 
ing a Society of ,28 members, notwithstanding the in- 
terruption of my address, and the open opposition made 
to the principle I advocated, by one of the assembly.— 
His attempt to arrest, I am convinced, served rather to 
give an impulse to the feeling displayed in behalf of the 
cause, among the respectable members of that commu- 
nity. This, I believe, will always be the result of hos- 
tility to the truths of sound morality, and undefiled re- 
ligion. I left Somerset on the 20th of May for Bed- 
ford. This field I was led to believe, was not yet ready 
for the seeds of ‘I'emperance; yet, nothing despairing, I 
delivered an address, aud was gratified to find at its 
conclusion, ten gentlemen willing to subscribe the con- 
stitution at once. Others, I was informed the succeed- 
ing day were prepared to add their names, and the 
prospectis fair, fora considerable increase. In Cham- 
bersburg the next, and the last place in my route home- 
ward, in which the subject was introduced by a public 
address, I met with no encouragement. On the con- 
trary the prevalent belief that the inhabitants of that vi- 
cinity are sufficiently temperate, without the restraint 
ofa bond of Association, rendered my efforts to organ- 
ize a Society abortive: From Chambersburg I pursued 
my way to Philadelphia without delay, as the term of 
my agency had expired, and as I had received no com- 
munication or additional instructions from your Board. 
Such is a rapid sketch of the route pursued, and the 
Societies formed during my agency, of which it may not 
be improper to annex the following abstract: 
Dauphin County Society, formed at Harrisburg, Febru- 
ary 25th, 1829, 18 members. 
Mifflin County Society, formed at Lewistown, March 
2d, 21 members. 


Huntingdon County Society, formed at Huntingdon, 
March 12th, 22 members. 


Cambria County Society, formed at Ebensburg, March 
17th, 39 members. 


Indiana County Society, formed at Indiana, March 21st, 
22 members. 


Butler Society, (organized prior to my visit) 42 mem- 
bers, 

Mercer Society, organized do. 31 members. 

Meadville Society, organized do. 57 members. 

Erie County Society, formed at Erie, April 4th, — 
members. 


Allegheny County Society, formed at Pittsburg, May 
5th, 100 members. 


Washington County Society, formed at Washington, 
May 11th, 33 members. 
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Fayette County Society, formed at Uniontown, May | 
14th, 18 members. 

Somerset County Society, formed at Somerset, May | 
18th, 28 members. 

Bedford County Society, formed at Bedford, May 23d, 

10 members. 

From the foregoing abstract it appears that in the 
principal towns, lying along two of the most frequented 
routes in our state, covering nearly one thousand miles, 
and touching one third of all the counties in the com- | 
monwealth,no less than five hundred persons have pub- | 
licly renounced the use of Ardent Spirits, and associa- | 
ted themselves to discourage their consumption. When 
we consider too, in connection. with this fact, that in | 
one of the most populous places visited, a city which 
claims an equality with any other in the Union, in re- 
finement, intelligence, and all that wealth can afford; 
not a man could be found bold enough to hazard a con- 
flict, with the prevailing, demoralizing, and debasing 
sin, against which we have been contending; and that 
in another highly favored place, scarcely any appeared 
sufficiently sensible of the moral malady which was 
preying upon the vitals of the community, to seek a 
remedy by which its progress might be stayed: when 
we consider these circumstances, we scarcely dare te | 
ask our friends to come and hear what has been done | 
through the blessing of heaven, in behalf of the cause | 
which lies so near to their hearts. The picture is in- | 
deed a dark one, yet thanks be to God, there is light | 
blended with its shade. There is hope as well as re- | 
gret; and to some of the grounds on which this is built, | 
I would respectfully call the attention of your Board.— 
That is not the least substantial, which is furnished by | 
the respectability and influence of those who have uni- | 
ted with us. In every instance of the formation of a so- 
ciety the individuals who came forward most promptly, | 
were of undisputed superiority of character and stand- 
ing to those who were either indifferent, or hostile to | 
our principles. ‘They are for the most part men, who | 
can do more by precept and example than twice their | 
number of adherents in less prominent stations,and with | 
less power to direct the morals of the community of | 
which they are members. This circumstance should | 
lessen our regret at the small number of our recruits, for | 
in securing the services of those who are, among their | 
fellow-citizens, distinguished leaders, we cannot be dis- | 
appointed in finding the ranks of morality and religion | 
speedily filled with those who shall be enlisted through 
their influence. 

But there is another circumstance of an equally en- | 
couraging character, if properly viewed. The addres- | 
ses were delivered and the societies formed in the court | 
towns of the counties visited. These it is well known | 
constitute a centre from which much evil has diverged | 
upon the surrounding country. During the terms of 
the courts especially, intemperance has been here en- | 
gendered, and like a contagious epidemic has extended | 
its pestilential influence to the farm houses, harvest | 
fields, and villages of the adjacent district. This fact | 
cannot be disputed and it has every where been a sub- | 
ject of the most serious lamentation tothe Christian res- | 
idents of these towns. Young men are attracted thith- | 
er at such seasons; the fields of their healthful and pro- | 
fitable labour are deserted, and though they become, for 
but a single week, the occupants of the bar-room, it is 
enough. They carry home within them a deadly poi- 
son; they feel a thirst which the pure water of their 
springs will not allay, and, unlike rational beings, they 
seek again the very source from which the plague that 
infects them has emanated. How important is it then 
that the process of moral disinfection should commence 
here. And here it has been commenced, under auspi- 
ces so favorable as to justify the hope, that at no dis- 
tant period the husbandman may seek justice at its ap- 
pointed seats, without putting his respectability, his do- 
mestic happiness, nay his life in peril. Yes, more than 
this we are encouraged to hope, even from our small be- 
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ginnings, he will carry home with him, that which he 
will find of far more value to himself, his sons, and 
daughters, than legal counsel, or the report of a legal 


|triumph. He will bear to them in his bosom such sen- 


timents as will diffuse peace and happiness through the 
family circle, whatever adversity may betide them, and 
by precept and example he will convince them, that in 
journeying through life their safest, easiest and nearest 
road to happiness, honour and fortune, is that which has 
been laid out through their native state, by the Tempe- 
rance Society of Pennsylvania. 

With these encouraging considerations | would close 


| my report, did I not feel it my duty to make a briefap- 


peal to your Board on the subject of your future ope- 
rations. I do this too, with the greatest freedom, as I 
have already declined the responsibility of continuing as 
your agent. 

It has been made evident by the first experiment, that 
there are no serious obstacles in the way of ultimate 
success, however gradually and slowly that may be at- 
tained; and it is equally obvious that the efforts already 
made must be promptly and vigurously seconded. Of 
this your Board was aware, when it determined on the 
employment of an agent throughout the year. It may, 
howeyer, be a question how such agent can best ac- 
complish the objects of his appointment; and on this 
head I would very respectfully suggest as a most impor- 
tant addition to the duties I have so imperfectly perform- 
ed, that he should be allowed time in his tour, not only 
for the delivery of public addresses in the principal 
towns but also for visiting the smaller villages on, and 
near his route, and sowing there the seeds of rigid tem- 
perance. Much good may also be effected, if mild, yet 
firm and undaunted appeals could be made tothe nu- 
merous labourers along the various lines of internal im- 
provement in the state, whether roads, rivers, or canals. 
Further, it has appeared to me of importance, that no 
class of the community should be exempted “om these 
appeals. The young, as well as the old, are interested 
in the result of your labours, and may assist in them.— 
Lastly, I would suggest, that as soon as those parts of 
the state, which have not yet been visited, have receiv- 
ed the attention of your Board, your agent should re- 
trace the path already travelled, and cheer and animate, 
and multiply the numbers of those, who have so readily 
rallied round your standard, at the feeble call of 

Yours truly and respectfully, 
MORGAN J. RHEES. 
Philadelphia, June 20, 1829. 


PRESQUE ISLE. 

The town of Erie, Pa. is situated upon a bluff afford- 
ing a prospect of Presque Isle bay, the peninsula which 
forms it, and the lake beyond. The basin is a fine one, 
and the national government, in conjunction with the 
State of Pennsylvania, have been at much expense, for 
several years past, in constructing piers to improve its 
entrance, and removed a sand bar which has heretofore 
obstructed the passage of large vessels. It is now much 
improved, and steam-boats enter without difficulty. 
The peninsula was, within remembrance, a sand bank; 
but is now covered with a growth of young timber. 
Erie was of some importance during the last war, as a 
naval station; since which the village appears to have 
been stationary: the improvements of the harbour, will 
however, contribute much to its increase. 

A little to the right of the town, on a high bank over- 
looking the bay, are the remains of the old French fort, 
now overgrown with weeds and thistles, but still dis- 
tinct in its outlines. It was one ‘of that great chain of 
military posts extending from the St. Lawrence to New- 
Orleans, by which the French endeavoured to cramp 
the rising greatness of the British empire in the west; 
and was once occupied by a considerable garrison. 
Halfa mile beyond (passing a ravine,) on another emi- 
nence, commanding the entrance of the harbour, stands 
the block house erected during the late war, for the 
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protection of the navy-yard on the opposite side of the | versed our waters, propelled by timber from New Jer- 
bay.—At this place, Perry’s fleet was built with incred- | sey, yet without sensibly diminishing the density of the 
ible despatch. Scar¢ely 70 days elapsed from the time | forests. In a few years more, their number was dou- 


they commenced cutting timber in the woods, until the 
squadron was ready for action. ‘The young and intre- 
pid victor of Erie is still gratefully remembered. 

At a public dinner given to him and his officers, be- 
fore they sailed on their glorious errand, he gave the no- 
ble sentiment, that “he would come back a conqueror, 
or in his shroud.”? This victory retrieved the disasters 
of Detroit, finished the war in this quarter, and restored 
tranquility to the bleeding frontier. The prize vessels 
now lie sunk in the harbor near the navy yard. The 
large vessel is partly above water in a decayed state; 
and near her, the brig Niagara, in whose cabin the gal- 
lant Commodore wrote the famous despatch, “‘we have 
met the enemy and they are ours.”” They are pointed 
out to all strangers, and many anecdotes related to re- 
vive in their recollections the merits of those brave men 
who came from the Atlantic shores, to make these lone- 
ly waters the theatre of glorious achievement, and wrest 
the trident from the mistress of the sea. 

The old garrison of General Wayne in which he died 
on his return from the Indian wars, still remains, though 
in a ruinous state. He was buried at his own request, 
under the flag staff of the fort. A rude paling and a 
rough stone, with the initials “A. W.”’ long marked the 
resting place of one of our country’s most hervic defen- 
ders. His remains have since been removed by his 
friends. Among those bold spirits whose exertions and 
patriotism achieved the great work of American Inde- 


bled—trebled—quadrupled. Their huge maws, though 
supplied with thousands of shallop-loads of pine, were 
yet unsatisfied. The demand for fuel, became immense, 
and the almost worthless pine lands of New Jersey rose 
rapidly in value, until they constituted an essential item 
in the profits of the farmer. Four dollars was not 
thought too great a price for an acre, and owners even 
showed a disposition to hold on, rather than sell, wisely 
foreseeing that, instead of a decrease in the demand, an 
immeasurable increase must ensue. In this posture of 
affairs, the inexhaustible depositories of Coal upon the 
Lehigh were laid open to the astonishment and gratifica- 
tion of the whole country. The bowels of the earth 
were penetrated for the hidden treasure--more valuable 
than all the mines of Carolina and Virginia, because 
they require labor to transmute them into gold—and 
coal became the universal favorite. But before it could 
be used, charcoal must be used to ignite it—and here 
again, a new inroad must be made into the Pine Lands 
of New Jersey fora supply. This was an entirely new 
market opened for her formerly useless timber. Nay, 
there are not less than one thousand furnaces used in 
this city, for culinary purposes, which, during the sum- 
mer months, consume nothing else than charcoal. In 
fact, the mighty march of steam upon her neighboring 
waters have nearly revolutionized New Jersey. Her 
pine lands, in place of bringing ten cents an acre, are 
now worth six dollars—an advance, in thirty years, of 


pendence he held a conspicuous rank. After the neg- | nearly six thousand percent! Yet we have no doubt, 


ligence of St. Clair had suffered his army to be surpri- 
sed and totally defeated, he was directed by President 
Washington to assume the command of the North Wes- 
tern army; and the dread which the savages still enter- 
tain for his memory, affords living proof how faithfully 
his duty was performed. His prudence and decision 
soon restored order to his discomfited forces. By a 


but that in a few years hence, there will be no such 
thing as a pine forest within her borders. The steam 
engine must be satisfied. It will eat up every tree 
upon her soil; and as the oak springs up where the 
pine has flourished, and the pine where the oak has 
grown, a century at least must pass away before a se- 
cond forest of pine can be worthy of the axe. What 


rapid and cautious advance, he foiled the enemy’s at- | then, shall be done, when all this wilderness shall be 
tempts at surprise; all their arts were employed, and | burnt away, and the ground left bare and barren, like 
finally met them near the Miami rapids. The victory | the prairies of the Mississippi? In place of pine, the 
which crowned his toils obtained him the title of the | bowels of the earth must be digged to stop the outcry 
“Red man’s scourge;” by which he is designated by the | of the steam engine, since that which grows upon its 
Indians to this day. surface has been unable to satisfy its cravings. Coal 

An anecdote of him, upon this occasion, I have never | must be substituted for wood. It has been done alrea- 
seen in print. The British at this time, held a military | dy, and will be done still more extensively, it is used to 
post on the Miami, near Wayne’s battle ground-—from | drive our steam ferry boats and it is shipped to the West 
then the Indians had received countenance and sup- | India Islands, where it is advantageously employed in 
plies, and expected a shelter in tase of defeat. General | boiling sugar. How vast the changes which the disco- 
Wayne received a message from the commandant, warn. | veries of steam and anthracite have made! How mighty 
ing him to keep at a proper distance from the fort, as he | the effects which they are yet destined to produce. 
should protect the Indians, if they retreated under his } They have diminished distances to mere pleasure-trips 


guns. Wayne immediately wrote a note to this effect:— 
“If you fire one gun, or receive one Indian into the 
Fort, my troops shall storm and put the garrison to the 
sword. Remember Stony Point.” 
It had the desired effect: the enemy fled for shelter, 
but the gates were closed. Part of them escaped, with 
the loss of their arms, by swimming Swan Creek, and 


the remainder were drowned or slain by the conquer- 
ors.— Boston Traveller. 





_ PINE LANDS OF NEW JERSEY. 

Thirty years ago the immense forests which cover 
so large a portion of this state, were not worth more 
than six to ten centsan acre. There was no induce- 
ment to make them productive, because there were no 
visible means. No demand existed fer the timber, for 
oak was preferred for household purposes; neither was 
it an object to clear the land for agricultural purposes, 
because, when cleared, it was not worth tilling, and 
that which was, had been farmed long before. By de- 
grees, however, Furnaces were established among the 
woods; yet, though they made great havoc, no reduc- 
tion was apparent in tie iiuge wilderness of pines. 
Next came the Steamboats. For a few years they tra- 


ce the rose.—Saturday Bulletin. 


| —they swallow up whole forests, leaving nothing in 
; their place, and make the wilderness itself to blossom 


ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL—PITTSBURGH. 

The corner stone of this edifice, which is to be erect- 
ed on Grant’s Hill, was laid on the 24th ult. by the Rev. 
Charles B. Maguire, the respected pastor of St. Patrick’s 
Church, in this city, under the superintendance of John 
Behan, Esq. Civil Engineer and Architect. We have 
inspected the designs of this building, which were 
furnished by Mr. Behan, and feel warranted in saying, 
that, when completed it will be an ornament to our city. 
Itis to be in the purest style of perpendicular florid 


two stories high, 157 feet long, 65 feet wide, and 52 
feet high to the top of the embattled parapet—having 
twenty-six buttresses surrounding it, sixty feet high 
each, mounted with pediment pinnacles, having crock- 
eted spires. The front, or belfry tower isto be three 
stories high, twenty-four feet square, and 106 feet to the 
top of the embattled parapet, supported by four but- 
tresses, with flying tcrminals, each surmounted w.th 
crocketed and spired pinnacles. There isto bea pres- 


5 architecture. The body of the building will be 
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bytery at the rear, 33 feet long, which will be ornamen- 


ted with an empannelled parapet, buttresses, spires,&c. 
The spire over the belfry tower isto rise 60 feet above 
the parapet. It will be ornamented with a double 
cross, three decorated tiara zones, and the whole sur- 
face laid off in ranges of vertical pannels, with trefoil 
terminations to each; the ribs of which will be covered 
with burnished, and the pannels with flat gold. The 
interior of the Cathedral will be arranged with one 
gfand central aisle, and two side aisles, each having 
pannelled groined ceilings,with pendant drops, and sur- 
rounded by a gallery 276 feet inlength. There will be 
one grand and two lesser altars. The other arrange- 
ments comprise two choir rooms, a sacristy, a confession- 
al, a presbytery, two vestibules and four stair cases. 
Pittsburgh Mercury. 


A beautiful paper carpet, manufactured at the Paper 
Mill and Wall Paper Establishment of Messrs. Holdship 
& Son, of the city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, is 
described in the following article from the Pittsburgh 
Statesman :— 

BRUSSELS CARPETS. 

We have seen a beautiful Carpet, manufactured from 
Rags, at Holdship’s Paper Mill. It is in imitation of the 
Brussels carpet, and so perfect is the imitation, that, at 
a little distance, the best judges of the article would be 
deceived. It is entirely of paper, and was manufactu- 
red in the ordinary manner. The colors, which are of 
very great variety, and beauty, are then stamped upon 
the paper; and the process of staining and uniting it, is 
the same as that of making wall paper. It is then so 
highly varnished as to resist the effects of water, and is 
thus rendered more beautiful and durable, than the im- 
ported article. The carpet was made for his private 
use, and we believe, it is not contemplated by Mr. H. 
to make them an article of genera! trade. As a proof 
of what can be done by the ‘‘Home policy,” and as a 
specimen of native skill and ingenuity, and considering 
it a successful effort of ‘‘domestic industry,” it is wor- 
thy of notice and commendation. 


We ttsponoven, July 6. 

Frost.—On Thursday night of this week we were vis- 
ited in this neighborhood by a seyere frost, which, we 
are pained to say, has done much damage. Beans, cu- 
cumbers, and vines of every description, are, for the 
most part, in the valleys, entirely cut off. Some fields 
of corn too, and even potatoes, are much injured—and 
some we think wholly killed. We have not ascertain- 
ed the extent to which this calamity has reached, but 
fear it has not been very limited. We cannot hear that 
any damage has been sustained upon the high grounds 
—and upon the rivers too, there were few or no traces 
of frost, owing to the fogs. 

Extreme Drought.—The dry weather which has ex- 
isted here for a month or more, and of which we have 
spoken in our late numbers, still continues, and which 
together with the late frosts with which we have been 
visited, presents a most disheartening and desolate pros- 
pect to our farmers, as well as every other class cf citi- 
zens. 

Many of our fields and pastures have scarcely a re- 
maining spire of green grass left upon them. A con- 
siderable portion of the meadows will not afford hay 
enough to defray the expenses of mowing. —We judge 
there cannot be in this neighborhood, taking it on an 
average, over one-third ofa crop. 


Somerset, June 30. 
The weather for a few days past has been uncommonly 
cool for this season of the year—so much so, that it cre- 
ated almost a general ague among our frost-proof citi- 
zens, which, however, was soon dispelled by warm 
stoves and pleasant fires on our hearths. Ye ata dis- 
tance, dont stare at the fact, that on yesterday and this 
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We would not give the pure air and 
good water of the Glades for all the best heat, vapour, 
fog and fever and ague producing climes of five of the 
largest states in the Union; but wouldsay with the poet, 

Glades, ‘‘with all thy faults I love thee still.” 


But what of this! 


Coal on the Broad Mountain.—We understand that a 
vein of Coal has been opencd on the Broad Mountain, 
ona tract of land situated at the head of the West 
Branch rail road, which is supposed to be twenty-nine 
feet thick. We have seen a specimen of the coal, 
which we can pronounce equal in quality to any at 
present sent to market from this region. Daily devel- 
opments are taking place on the above mountain, and 
should many more such veins be discovered, (there 
being evidently traces of some even larger,) we should 
not be surprised if it would be found necessary to un- 
cover that part of the mountain and quarry the coal.— 
We also understand that a vein of coal was lately open- 
ed on the route of the Schuylkill Valley rail road, sev- 
enteen and a half feet in thickness, which is pronounc- 
ed to be excellent.— Miners’ Journal. 


Easton, Pa. June 23. 

In passing down a street a few days since, we were 
struck with the appearance of some school slates we 
saw in Mr. Wilson’s store, and on inquiry found they 
were manufactured in our own county. The quality of 
the slate we think equal if not superior to any we have 
seen, and the framing is far better than any that have 
come under our notice. They were from Col. Porter’s 
Quarry and Factory, near the Delaware Water Gap, 
where he now manufactures from 60 to 70 dozen per 
week, 


Porrsvittr, Schuylkill Co. July 4. 

A new era of things is rapidly approaching at this 
place, which is of vital importance to the citizens, gen- 
erally—wé mean the extension of rail roads throughout 
the coal district. Three miles of the Schuylkill Valley 
Rail Road will be completed in three or four weeks. — 
Two miles of the Mill Creek Rail Road will be complet- 
ed shortly. Preparations are making for laying the 
Schuylkill Haven Rail Road, and we understand that 
the stock of the Mount Carbon Rail Road has been 
taken, which, it is presumed, will be commenced im- 
mediately. — Miners’ Journal. 


On Wednesday last, the Philadelphia stage arrived 
at this place at a quarter before 4 o’clock—pertorming 
a trip of ninety miles in about fourteen hours. We be- 
lieve the passage on this route has never before been 
performed in the same space of time.—Jb. 


On Monday last, a drove of cattle passed through this 
place on their way to Luzerne county, in this state; we 
understand that the cattle were brought from Ohio, des- 
tined for the Philadelphia market, and were there pur- 
chased by a gentleman for the purpose of driving them 
to the above mentioned place, where he expected to 
realize something handsome on them.—/J6. 


Some difficulty is experienced in the neighbourhood 
of Pottsville and Mount Carbon, in procuring a suffi- 
ciency of labourers. The Editor of the Miners’ Journ- 
al adds by request the following list of prices, 

Experienced Miners - $1 25 per day. 
Carpenters - : - 125 do. 
Masons Me 1 374 do. 
Common labourers, &c. - 90 de, 


Printed every SATURDAY MORNING by WILLIAM F 
GEDDES, No. 59 Locust Street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the PUBLICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, secoud 
door back of the Post Office, (back room) subscriptions will be 
thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 


| annually by subseribers residing in or near the city, or where 


morning many of our people had fire in their stoves!— | there is an agent. Other subscribers pay in advance. 





